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President’s Report 

Cover: A huge White Cedar located during Bob Knapp’s Old Growth Forest Hike in Marshall Woods.  Credit: Bob Knapp 

We have an interesting challenge.  We have outgrown our 
indoor space at the library!  As a result we are 
investigating options.  Ideally, we are looking at a facility 
where the chairs are in place, we have seating for at least 
120 people, we can serve coffee and goodies and there is a 
small amount of storage available for us.  Until we find a 
permanent location, we may rotate around to a few 
different locations, so please note the meeting locations 
listed in the e-herald.  A few of our members do not 
receive email correspondence. If you know them, please 
let them know about the change of venue. 

This time of year is when we start to think about possible 
recipients of the Community Conservation Award.  This 
award is provided to a citizen or citizens within the Grey 
and Bruce community who in some way have made a 
significant contribution toward the welfare of the natural 
world through stewardship, restoration, protection or 
other actions deemed beneficial to natural habitats or 
species. Think about this over the next couple of months 
and send your nomination to the Board.    

If you have a suggestion for an Honorary Membership, we 
will also welcome that suggestion. 

It is exciting to see the high attendance at events.  Our 
most recent Indoor Meeting was held at the Bayshore, 
with close to 160 members and guests in attendance.  
Thank you, John Dickson, for all your hard work promoting 
the club.   

The Young Naturalists have a wonderful group of children 
learning about the out of doors from some of our 

members.  What a privilege it is to have an impact on their 
understanding of nature’s role.   

The December outdoor events that we are promoting are 
the Grey and Bruce Christmas Bird Counts (CBC).  They are 
listed in the newsletter.  If you feed birds, make sure your 
feeders are full on the day of the count in your area!  Also, 
if you like bird watching, and would like to try out a CBC 
for the first time, contact your local  coordinator.  In Owen 
Sound the coordinator is our own Erik Van Den Kieboom.  
Erik attended the Young Naturalists program and is one of 
the youngest count coordinators in the province!  Great 
job Erik! 

If you would like information about the possible Trans 
Canada Energy project near Meaford, check out the Save 
Georgian Bay group or Trans Canada Energy (TCE) itself.  I 
note that TCE is holding a public information session on 
December 11, 2019. For further information check https://
www.tcenergy.com/operations/power/pumped-storage-
project/  

I encourage all members to stay informed about local 
issues.  When possible, we will share your concerns during 
meetings and in e-heralds.  

Gordon Toth, President 

We Welcome New Members:   

Bill Allan & Marilyn Draper, Marilyn Bettridge, Jill 
Curtis, Eleanor De Wolfe, Katherine Dodge, Maureen 
Elliott & Randy O’Hara, Brian Ferguson, Jean Koroway 

& Andrew Dinsmore, Ernie Lang, Edward & Clare 
Matthews, Maureen McFarland, Liz McKittrick, Tyler 

Miller, Ruth Nielsen 
 

If you feel you are not receiving your e-heralds, please notify Norah 
Toth at ntoth@rogers.com or 519-376-2918 

One of the first conditions of happiness 
is that the link between man and nature 

shall not be broken. 

Leo Tolstoy 

Apologies from The Editor 

I would like to thank Reenie Fedun (Book Review—
Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and Why 
They Matter) and Lynne Richardson (A Plover Love 
Story) for their articles submitted to the Summer 2019 
issue of the Hart’s Tongue Herald newsletter.  The 
credits were missed. Norah Toth, Editor 
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 Submitted by: John Dickson Club News 

 

“Anglesea” 

On September 19, we had a lovely afternoon walk on 
“Anglesea” owned by Don Rawls. This property is located 
at the north end of an area known as the Klondike Hills, 
south-west of Chatsworth. Don’s trails took us up and 
down drumlins, through forested areas and past ponds 
and erratics. We noted a variety of trees and shrubs, 
ferns and mushrooms and a few remaining wildflowers 
and birds. Also on the property are the remains of a lime 
kiln which early settlers constructed around 1870. Don’s 
photo albums of the flora and fauna he has noted over 
the years ensured that we came away with a broad list of 
species for this beautiful property.  If you would like to 
arrange to visit on your own, contact Don at 
rawfam46@gmail.com 

The Niagara Escarpment with Beth 

Beth Gilhespy has an excellent way of making geology 
easier to understand.  Thinking of the Escarpment as a 
"sandwich of layers", certainly helped many of us realize 
how complex it really is!  

Eileen O'Connor puts the outdoor geology hike into 
context by saying: "As a follow-up to a very informative 
indoor talk , Beth Gilhespy led an outdoor geology hike on 
September 28, an overcast day but mercifully rain-
free.  We met at the western end of East Linton Sideroad, 
where Beth distributed excellent hand-outs about what 
we would be seeing and organized us into carpools to get 
to the entrance of the Glen Management Area on County 
Road 17.  Any geological information here is shamelessly 
lifted  from Beth’s hand-out.  We soon descended to the 
floor of The Glen, which is an example of a ’re-entrant 
valley’ created by scouring from retreating glaciers 12-
14,000 years ago.  We learned that lichens are more often 
found on erratics as they are more acidic; while moss is 
more likely found on dolostone. Very special features of 
The Glen floor are the water-filled sinkholes created by 
meltwater dissolving the Manitoulin Dolostone layer and 
then, it is surmised, draining at contact with the 
Queenston Shale below, the lowest geological layer in our 
area.   These sinkholes were discovered by Ron Savage, for 
whom this section of the trail is named, as he hikes here 
often. One sinkhole is at least 15 feet deep! During the 
hike Ron was particularly good at spotting fossils in a 
higher geological layer known as Fossil Hill Dolostone, 
some of which he had earlier marked with tape for our 
benefit. 

“Towards the end we climbed uphill to the Amabel 
Formation, the  dolostone layer which we see so visibly on 
the top of the escarpment. But then we climbed down 
into and walked along the base of narrow crevices where 
the blocky dolostone chunks were very evident but where 
we were also treated to the sight of plentiful Hart’s 
Tongue Fern and some Walking Fern. 

“Unfortunately we ran out of time. If you ever get the 
opportunity to go on a Beth Gilhespy hike, don’t hesitate!” 

Don Rawls is proud of this ancient maple. Credit: John Dickson 

The Glen provides a variety of habitats. Credit: John Dickson 

When we see land as a community to 
which we belong, we may begin to use it 
with love and respect. 

Aldo Leopold 
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The Plight of the Piping Plover, Part 2 

MNRF v The Town of South Bruce Peninsula 
regarding Damage to Piping Plover Habitat at Sauble 
Beach: 

In the Winter 2018 issue of the Harts Tongue Herald we 
reported on a ‘Stop Order’ and two charges under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) laid by MNRF against the Town of 
South Bruce Peninsula in March 2018.  MNRF acted in response 
to OSFN and other reports of possible damage to Piping Plover 
habitat at Sauble Beach as a result of heavy ‘raking’ of the 
beach. The work included bulldozing, disking and harrowing of 
the beach by the Town, at times of year and using methods not 
endorsed by MNRF.   

The following is an update on the progress of these actions: 

Stop Order 

This Order was issued after the Town heavily raked the beach in 
April and August 2017, and publicly announced intentions to 
continue with additional work. The Stop Order ordered the 
Town to stop this intended future raking.   

The Town appealed the Stop Order. A Hearing took place in 
October 2018.  The appointed Hearing Officer heard the case 
and wrote a report to the Minister of Natural Resources & 
Forestry with a recommendation on whether the Order should 
be upheld or not. At the Hearing MNRF and other witnesses, 
including the OSFN’s Peter Middleton, gave testimony; the 
Town had no witnesses and relied on cross-examination only. 

The Hearing Officer’s recommendation was that the Order 
should be upheld! He also made recommendations on beach 
management - that the wrack line and swales should be 
preserved, and a willow removal management plan be 
developed.  

The Minister of MNRF makes the final decision on the matter, 
however he is not held to a timeline, so it wasn’t until June 
2019, that his decision was issued - to uphold the Order. 
However, this was long after the original Stop Order had expired 
and by then a decision was a moot point.  

 

Charges 

Also, in March 2018, the MNFR laid two charges against the 
Town under the ESA alleging the Town had damaged Piping 
Plover habitat by their raking activities undertaken in April and 

August 2017.  These charges were heard in Provincial Court over 
a number of days commencing June 5, 2019.  

MNRF witnesses included MNRF Enforcement Officer Rick Maw, 
District Biologist, Suzanne Robinson, and Dr Francesca Cuthbert, 
a University of Minnesota Professor specializing in the Great 
Lakes Piping Plover.  The Town’s lawyers had no witnesses, 
experts or Town officials to testify in defence of the Town’s 
actions. Their case relied only on their cross-examination of the 
MNRF witnesses. 

The Judge reserved his decision to October 3, 2019. On that 
date the Judge delivered a written decision and found the Town 
guilty of both charges. December 12, 2019 has been set for 
sentencing. 

The Town immediately appealed the court decision. Despite the 
date set for sentencing in December the appeal will not be 
heard until early in 2020.  As such, the final, ultimate outcome 
will not be determined on December 12, 2019.  

The plight of the Piping Plover is to be continued….  

 

Submitted by:  Lynne Richardson 

Plover chick using the wrack line for camouflage. Credit: Kirsten Snoek 

We all have a responsibility to protect 
endangered species, both for their sake and for 

the sake of our own future generations.  

Loretta Lynch 
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We want to acknowledge the traditional territory of the Anishinabek Nation: the People of the Three Fires known as 
Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi Nations. We give thanks also to the Saugeen First Nation #29 and the Chippewas of 
Nawash unceded First Nation, collectively known as the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 
As Field Naturalists we accept our responsibility to be good stewards of this land, in this time and into the future. 

The Plight fo the Piping Plover, Part 2 continued…... 

Mr Blue Bands, the male Piping Plover from the north nest in 2019, 

and one of his chicks using the grasses for camouflage. Credit: Kirsten 

Snoek 

Climate change could pit species against one 
another as they shift ranges 

Species have few good options when it comes to surviving 
climate change -- they can genetically adapt to new 
conditions, shift their ranges, or both. 

But new research in PNAS indicates that conflicts between 
species as they adapt and shift ranges could lead experts 
to underestimate extinctions, and underscores the 
importance of landscape connectivity. 

Researchers at the University of British Columbia and the 
University of Montpellier trying to understand how 
species might respond to climate change conducted large-
scale computer simulations which show that although 
movement and genetic adaptation to climate change each 
help maintain biodiversity, these two factors can come 
into conflict. 

Dispersal refers to species movement across landscapes, 
while adaptation is the evolutionary response of 
organisms to environmental change. When species both 
disperse and adapt, faster evolving species prevent slower 
adapting species from shifting their ranges, driving them 

to extinction. 

UBC ecologist Patrick Thompson, lead author of the study, 
said the research highlights the value of wildlife corridors, 
which can help preserve the largest biological diversity 
possible. As well, it underscores the dangers of 
fragmenting a landscape, for example by erecting barriers 
or dividing the terrain with roads. 

"The good news is this conflict between moving and 
adapting is reduced when movement rates are high, which 
emphasizes the importance of maintaining well-connected 
landscapes," said Thompson. 

Previous studies have looked at issues of dispersal and 
adaptation, but tend to focus on a single species. By 
modelling an environment with several species 
interacting, the researchers hope to provide a better 
understanding of the risks that climate change poses for 
biodiversity. 

Reference:  Patrick L. Thompson, Emanuel A. 
Fronhofer. The conflict between adaptation and dispersal 
for maintaining biodiversity in changing 
environments. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 2019; 201911796 DOI: 10.1073/

Dave Reid of NeighbourWoods North recently presented OSFN Board 
member, Gord Edwards, a Community Participation Award for his 
leadership and hard work on the naturalization of the Owen Sound 
Hospital Grounds.  Meg Dean was also recognized for her contributions 
to NeighbourWoods North. Congratulations to these hard workers! 
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MIDDLEBRO’ & STEVENS LLP 
Barristers & Solicitors 

P.O. Box 100, 1030 2nd Ave. East. 
Owen Sound, Ontario  N4K 5P1 

www.mslaw.ca 
ms@mslaw.ca 

EDMUND (Ted) J. STEVENS 
KELLY L. GRAHAM 
JOHN D. MIDDLEBRO’ 
NICHOLAS A.G. LOVELL 
ALEXANDER M. WADE 
 
 
Tel: (519) 376-8730 
Fax: (519) 376-7135 

General Law Practice 

  
TRUST.  
HELP.  

ANSWERS. 

Wild Chervil (Anthriscus Sylvestris) 

Adapted from Wild Chervil Fact Sheet by Ontario.ca/invasive species  
Wild Chervil (Anthriscus sylvestris) is native to Europe. It is a 
biennial plant that is spread primarily through seed dispersal. It 
was a popular plant in European wildflower mixes which were 
put together to replicate the European countryside. Today,  it is 
commonly found along roadsides and hedgerows in the north-
eastern United States and various locations in South and Central 
Ontario.  

Wild Chervil is from the Apiaceae (parsley) family and therefore 
shares many of that family’s characteristics.  

It leafs out each spring before native plants and  is able to easily 
out-shade and displace those plants.  It also often plays host to a 
disease which affects carrots, celery and parsnips.  

Human activity, wind, water, birds and other wildlife are all 
factors in the spread of Wild Chervil seed.  In addition, its large 
taproot is resistant to many herbicides.  

Wild Chervil is known to spread rapidly and aggressively along 
ditches, road right of ways, fence-lines and pasturelands. When 
trying to eradicate it, it is important to remove the entire plant 
as leaving some pieces behind will result in re-sprouting.  
However, repeated mowing of this plant before it has gone to 
seed can deplete the root reserve resulting in its eventual 
decline.  

Quick Tips 
Plant type: Mature plants are normally 1—4 feet tall. 
Arrangement: Alternate. 
Leaf:  Leaves are fern-like with many leaflets. 
Stems: The stems are ribbed and hollow with soft hairs.  Each 
stem node has a fringe of hair. 
Roots: Roots are thick, tuberous, grow quickly and can grow 
over 6 feet deep.  
Seed/Flowers: Located on the top of the stem as white 
umbels with 5 petals. 
Seeds: Green and turn a shiny dark brown as they mature. 
They are approximately 1/4 inch long. 
Habitat: Includes roadsides, hedgerows and pasturelands. 

Wild Chervil. Credit: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Conneticut 

Wild Chervil 

leaves. Credit: 

Newfoundland 

Naturalist 
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PROGRAM LISTINGS 

The Owen Sound Field Naturalists (OSFN) advocates and nurtures the appreciation, understanding and 

conservation of our natural world as is exemplified in our motto—Knowing Nature Better.  We were created 

in 1989 to provide Owen Sound and area naturalists with the opportunity to meet like-minded individuals 

and to share activities that would allow them to increase their understanding of natural history and 

conservation.  Today, we have over 150 members and are a member club of Ontario Nature. 

Indoor meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to May, have been held in the 

auditorium of the Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library at 7:00 p.m.  In June, the Annual General 

Meeting starts at 6 p.m. with a potluck supper and is held at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.   Guest 

presenters are chosen to provide a wide range of topics.  Their expertise covers natural history subjects that 

may be local, provincial, national or international in scope.  Indoor meetings are open to the public. 

The OSFN also provides a full schedule of outdoor activities throughout the year.  On these outings, 

members learn and share first-hand knowledge about the flora, fauna and geography of this region.  

Participation numbers are usually limited on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience and to 

reduce impact on the environments visited.  Pre-registration is required for outdoor activities.   

Please note that all programs, locations and schedules are subject to change. To avoid disappointment, 

please check www.osfn.ca for updates (changes to dates, speakers, locations, etc.) or watch for an e-

herald from newsletter@owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca   We thank you for understanding.  

www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca   P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7 

Young Naturalists Outing. Credit: Jody Johnson Pettit  
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Outdoor Programs 
Pre-registration is required. Participant numbers are limited on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience 

and to reduce the impact on the environments visited.  Please call or email the listed contact to register.                   

All events and times are subject to change – visit www.osfn.ca   

Annual Christmas Bird Counts – December 2019             
All OSFN members are invited to participate and assist 
with counts across Grey Bruce. Watch HTH and e-Herald 
for dates and contacts for the Owen Sound, Meaford, 
Saugeen Shores and Wiarton CBC's or visit https://
www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/cbc/index.jsp?
targetpg=mapviewer&lang=EN   and zoom to the circles 
near you. 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 · 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Nordic Ski Over the Grasslands of Sarawak & Along the 
Indian River with Beth Anne Currie & John Dickson. Meet 
at Beth Anne’s on Grey Rd 1 & car pool to ski location. 
Warm up & chili lunch at Beth Anne’s! All ages! Register: 
519-376-7237 or bethannecurrie@sympatico.ca  

Saturday, February 29, 2020 · 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Who Made 
Those Tracks & Why? An Interpretive Late Winter 
Tracking Hike with Jeff Kinchen. Learn how to observe, 
and recognize nature's clues. Register: 519-374-4236  or 
bognors.finest@gmail.com  Limit: 12. 

APRIL 22, 2020 is EARTH DAY Special Events TBA, during 
Earth Week 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 · 9:30 a.m. - Noon. Birding the 
Waters of the Beaver Valley with David Turner. Tundra 
Swans & more during spring migration. Register: 519-924-
3560 or fleshertonartgallery@gmail.com  Limit: 16. 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 · 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. An 
Interpretive Hike Searching for Trail-marker Trees at 
Neyaashiinigmiing with Lenore Keeshig. Bring lunch. 
Meet at intersection of the Boundary Road & Sydney Bay 
Road. Register: lenorekeeshig@gmail.com  Limit: 12. 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 · 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Springtime Woodland Stroll with John Bakker & Christina 
Milani. A tour of their richly diverse and mostly wooded 
property. Register: 519-376-7098 or 
milanicvm1999@gmail.com  Limit:16.  

Sunday, June 7, 2020 · 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. Birding, Botany & 
Ecology at Bayview Escarpment Forest with Mark 
Wiercinski. Tune your ears and open your eyes to 
experience the forest in spring. Register: 519-379-0437 or 
Mark.Wiercinski@forces.gc.ca  Limit: 20. 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 · 1 p.m. Piping Plovers with 
Lynne Richardson. Visit Sauble Beach to learn about the 
valiant efforts of these (super cute) endangered birds who 
raise their wee cotton-ball chicks on a busy public beach. 
Register: lynnerichardson@rogers.com  Limit:15. 

Mid to Late June TBA Butterflies & More with Chris 
Rickard. All ages. Register: crickard@sympatico.ca or  705
-444-6671. 

All events and times are subject to change – 
visit www.osfn.ca 

 
The Young Naturalist Program — Set aside these dates —  

Sunday, January 26, 2020 - Snowshoeing or hike to look for animal tracks, campfire, cook bannock and have hot 

chocolate.  Meet at Elaine Van Den Kieboom’s. 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 – Snowshoe outing with Judy Robinson at the Pottawatomi River.  Park at the Memorial 

Forest at the end of Youngs Drive. 

Sunday, March 29, 2020—Nature crafts at The Workshop (downtown Owen Sound). Hike to look at urban nature. 

 Sunday, April 26, 2020 – Bird house cleaning at Grey Sauble Arboretum, build bird nesting boxes and a nest game. 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 – Huron Fringe Birding Festival at MacGregor Point Provincial Park.   

Sunday, June 21, 2020 - 9:00 to 2:00—Explore Piping Plover chicks at Sauble Beach. Hike and lunch at Evergreen Resort 

in Red Bay.  

E-heralds will be sent out with specific information about all Young Naturalists activities. 
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Indoor Meetings 
Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month from September to June.  They start at 7:00 p.m. and 
have been held at the Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library, 824 1st Avenue West, Owen Sound.  We are 
outgrowing that space; so please watch for updated location information.  Remember, bring a coffee mug to 
meetings.  All events and times are subject to change. Visit www.osfn.ca for updates and added events. 
 
December 12, 2019 Peter Middleton  We call it a garden. They can call it home 
Peter's talk focuses on the role gardens play as habitat for birds, in a time bird populations face ever mounting 
challenges to their survival.  Essential elements of habitat will be considered and how they can be achieved through 
planning. “The elements will be illustrated using our garden as a model.  The place of birds in the planet’s biological 
diversity is a constant sub-theme.” 
 
January 9, 2020  Dr. Brent Patterson  Wolves and Coyotes in Ontario: Population Status and Recent Research 
Dr. Patterson spoke to us in 2014. He will provide an update and discuss the status and ecology of wolves and coyotes 
across the province as well as an overview of ongoing and recent research on wolves and coyotes. Topics will include 
life history, abundance, feeding habits, livestock depredation and advice on how to avoid conflict with coyotes. 
 
February 13, 2020 Marg Gaviller The Horses of Sable Island....Plus the journey “back to Newfoundland”  
Sable Island horses, originally domestic animals, are now the main occupants of the island. They roam freely in the 
natural environment, comfortably in the temperate summers but battered by high winds and ferocious storms in the 
winter, and without human interference. These feral horses are, indeed, a joy to behold. 
 
March 12, 2020  Members' Night - Brian Robin Coordinating 
A potpourri of OSFN members’ slides, displays, art, collections and compositions focusing on the natural world. A limit 
of 10 minutes for each presentation is preferred. Register yours with Brian Robin at robin.brian@gmail.com or 519-363
-3204. 
 
April 9, 2020 Resilience – Transforming our Community 
Scientist Dr. John Anderson's climate change research makes this global crisis a personal issue, right in our own 
backyard. Designed to inspire action, this uplifting film, directed by Liz Zetlin, offers ways to build resilience in ourselves 
and our community by transforming the way we live. 
 
May 14, 2020  Bob Bowles  A Turtle Talk  
If Turtles Could Talk. Learn about Ontario's Turtles and more with Bob Bowles, a turtle's best friend. Bob will advise 
what people can do to help turtles. “They are coming under great pressure now with habitat loss due to development, 
increased traffic and people who have no regard for these interesting creatures.” 
 

 
June 11, 2020 @ 6 p.m. SHARP Last meeting of the year. 
ANNUAL MEETING, POTLUCK SUPPER & PRESENTATION 

 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 865 1st Ave. W, Owen Sound 

Bring your own plates, cutlery and cup or mug, and bring a food dish to share, along with serving utensils. 
 

7 p.m.  Alexis Burnett  Foraging for Edible and Medicinal Plants  
This presentation will focus on the ethical way to harvest plants from the wild for food and medicine.  Alexis 
will talk about both native and non-native plants and will explore what it means to work with these groups of 
plants in a way that helps to sustain and regenerate local populations.  As the popularity of foraging 
increases, it is more important than ever to learn what plants can be harvested in a sustainable manner. 
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I

Membership Application and Renewal Form 

Name (s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone……………………………………… E-mail (s) …………………………………………………………. Check here if renewal……. 
(your e-mail will be used for the OSFN e-herald, last minute notices and digital receipt of the newsletter) 
 
Membership Category:  Single ($25)…………..  Family ($40)………… Student ($15)………….. (payable by cheque or at www.osfn.ca through Paypal) 

Donation for LEAF (Local Education and Action Fund, promoting & fostering knowledge about nature)…………………………….   

Donation to Lorraine Brown Conservation Fund (supporting land acquisitions & interpretive infrastructure in Grey/Bruce) ……………………………… 

Donation to NeighbourWoods North—Urban Trees _____________ 

(Donations may be made by cheque or on-line using Canada Helps at www.cnadahelps.org/en/charities/owen-sound-field-naturalists/) 

By signing this form, I am agreeing that OSFN may contact me by phone or e-mail……………………………………….. 

We hereby confirm that e-mail and mail lists will not go beyond the OSFN.  (See privacy policy at owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca) 

Membership is due in September each year and can be paid in cash or by cheque at any indoor meeting or by PayPal on the website.  The 
OSFN Membership is current from September 1 to August 30 each year. Please complete and detach this form and submit it with your 
payment. 

Owen Sound Field Naturalists, P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7 

Charitable Registration # 76335 4321 RR0001 

Thank you 

 

for supporting the Young Naturalists Club  

& our Earth Day Keynote Lecture Series. 

Indoor Meetings continued…. 

Celebrate Earth Week with Jarmo Jalava, Renowned Ecologist  
Saturday, April 18, 2020  2 p.m.  Jarmo Jalava  Relationships with Nature, as told through slides, stories 
and song  
In this multimedia presentation, ecologist, writer and songwriter, Jarmo Jalava will explore perspectives 
gained working and traveling as an ecologist, conservationist, avid birder and keen naturalist in a range of 
cultures and settings across Ontario and around the world.  $5 Tickets available in December.  Held aboard 
the MS Chi-Cheemaun.  For more information  www.osfn.ca 
 

Sponsored by  

OSFN has convenient donation options for 
those who wish to financially support the 
ongoing charitable work of the Club. Our 
website includes a "Donate" tab, with 

secure access through Canada Helps. Canada Helps generates a 
receipt for income tax purposes. Donations can also be made 
in person, at the monthly meetings and via the mail. 

Community Conservation Award 

Here is your opportunity to nominate an individual 
or organization for this award? 

The criteria: to recognize citizens within the Grey 
and Bruce community who in some way have made 
a significant contribution toward the welfare of the 
natural world through stewardship, restoration, 
protection or other actions deemed beneficial to 
natural habitats or species.  

Nominations should be emailed to Gordon Toth, 
gordonstoth@gmail.com or Kate McLaren, 
mudtown2@gmail.com.  
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Canada’s natural environment is being impacted by 
invasive species that range from fungi to fish, but few have 
as much destructive potential as wild pigs.  

Invasive species like wild pigs can cause damage to 
habitats and native species, and can be nearly impossible 
to get rid of once they become established.  

That’s why Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry is asking for your help to quantify one of North 
America’s most destructive invasive species. 
Understanding the threat of invasive wild pigs  

Eurasian wild boars were brought to Canada as exotic 
livestock for meat and other purposes, beginning in the 
1980s. Some escaped into the wild, causing damage to 
crops and natural habitat across the country, mainly in the 
prairie provinces. 

But Eurasian wild boars are not alone in the equation. 
Escaped, or “feral” domestic pigs from farms adapt well to 
life in the wild and can have the same impact as their wild 

cousins. They are the same species (Sus scrofa) and they 
can easily breed with Eurasian wild boar — which is why as 
an invasive species they are collectively known as wild 
pigs.  

With a high birth rate, few natural predators, and the 
ability to travel long distances and adapt to pretty much 
any habitat, a handful of escaped animals has the potential 
to multiply exponentially.  

Wild pigs eat almost anything, can happily live in virtually 
any climate, and their nocturnal lifestyle and elusive 
behaviour can make them very difficult to spot.  

Often their presence is only indicated by the damage they 
leave behind.  

In their search for food, they tear up crops and pastures, 

causing tremendous damage to farming areas. They also 
cause serious harm to sensitive ecosystems by rooting in 
soil for plants, reptiles, and amphibians.  

“We thank those who have already reported sightings — 
from the French River down to Lake Erie and east to the 
Ottawa Valley,” said Dr. Erin Koen, research scientist with 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. “We are 
asking anyone who spots a wild pig to let us know. Once 
wild pigs become established in a territory, they are almost 
impossible to eliminate.” 

How to report a wild pig sighting 

There is still time to manage the problem in this province, 
and that’s why MNRF is looking to Ontarians for help by 
asking them to report sightings of any pig they see outside 
of a fence.  

Sightings will help the ministry gather information about 
the locations, number, and behaviour of wild pigs in the 
province, and will help to determine an appropriate 
response.  

Members of the public can report sightings to MNRF by 
reporting directly to the iNaturalist Ontario Wild Pig 

Reporting webpage (www.inaturalist.org/projects/ontario-
wild-pig-reporting) or by email to wildpigs@ontario.ca.   

For more information about reporting wild pigs in Ontario, 
please visit https://www.ontario.ca/page/reporting-wild-
pigs-ontario. 

 

Submitted by: Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry 

MNRF Enlists Public’s Help in Determining Wild Pig Numbers  

Feral pigs that escape from farms adapt well to life in the wild, and 

they pose a big threat to Ontario’s natural environment.  

Wild pigs eat pretty much anything and can live in virtually any 

habitat. Once established in a territory, it is very difficult to get rid of 

them.  
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Your organization needs 
YOU! 

 

Owen Sound Field Naturalists is, like most community 
organizations, operated by a small Board of Directors 
which is elected by the membership at our Annual 
General Meeting in June every year. Directors may 
also be appointed during the year as need arises. 
Aside from the "executive" (president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer) we try to ensure that each 
aspect of our functions is represented on the Board: 
Stewardship, Neighbourwoods North, Young 
Naturalists, Programs, Publicity and Membership. 
Overlapping roles is not unusual, for instance our 
President Gord Toth is also in charge of Membership. 

Since our last AGM we've been trying to fill a couple 
of gaps. You may have heard me at meetings asking 
for volunteers? I heard deafening silence in response. 

The Board usually meets once a month, usually the 
week prior to the indoor program, usually Tuesday 
evening. Usually we're done within an hour and a 
half. 

PLEASE consider helping your organization? 

Stewardship 

It's essential that someone offers to coordinate 
Stewardship: the post has been vacant for a while 
and unless we have a willing volunteer we may have 
to reconsider our commitments. While OSFN doesn't 
own the properties, we have an agreement with the 
agencies who do, to keep an eye on any issues which 
may arise such as invasive species, ATV's, physical 

hazards, etc. Keeping these properties in their natural 
condition for long-term benefits to the ecosystem is 
one of the really significant contributions we, as 
stewards, can make. The file is not onerous, the hard 
work has already been done! 

Programs 

John Dickson has been doing at least two major jobs 
for the past few years. As Program director he's great 
at finding interesting speakers and outdoor leaders, 
as well as all the little details of coordinating those 
events. Under Publicity he's been writing a column 
for the newspaper along with making posters and 
generally promoting OSFN at every opportunity! The 
Board needs someone to assist John, to join us on the 
Board with regular reports and discussions about 
what is arguably our most essential role in the 
community! 

Young Naturalists 

Jody Johnson Pettit is coordinating the YNs club this 
year but because of her employment schedule 
cannot make it to Board meetings. If YOU are one of 
our parents or grandparents involved in YNs, please 
consider joining our Board? You'd be able to let us 
know what's happening, what's needed, what's 
exciting! 

Please give your OSFN a little bit of time? You will not 
regret it! Contact me, Kate McLaren:   
mudtown2@gmail.com  or 519 538 1897 or speak to 
me on a hike or at a meeting. 

Now, go outside! 
Submitted by: Kate McLaren 
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2018-2019 OSFN Board of Directors 

President: Gordon Toth, 519-376-2918,

Vice-President: Pam Kinchen, 519-370-0527, 

Past-President: Kate McLaren, 519-538-1897,

Secretary: Julie Lamberts, 

Treasurer: Elaine Mason, 519-372-0597, 

Membership: Gordon Toth, 519-376-2918,

Publicity:  Vacant 

Website: Brian Robin, 519-363-3204,

Conservation/Stewardship: Vacant 

NeighbourWoods North: Gord Edwards, 519-794-2315, 

At Large: Deane Atherton, 

At Large: Lynne Marie Sullivan 

At Large: Kaitlin Almack 

 

Supporting the Board 

Hart’s Tongue Herald/E-Herald: Norah Toth, 519-376-2918, 

 

Program/Publicity: John Dickson, 519-376-3789 

Archivist: Lynne Richardson, 

Owen Sound CBC: Erik Van Den Kieboom,

Young Naturalists:  Jody Johnson Pettit, 519-370-2000, 

 

Board Liaison 

ALUS: Vacant 

Arboretum Alliance: Bill Moses & Dennis Knight 

Parks Advisory Committee, Bruce Peninsula National Park/Fathom 

Five National Marine Park: Willy Waterton & Jan Pugsley  

Ontario Nature: Audrey Armstrong 

Piping Plover Committee: Lynne Richardson 

Rankin Resources Group: Beth Anne Currie 

Stewardship Grey Bruce: Norah Toth  

NeighbourWoods North 

NeighbourWoods North is in transition.  The Forest 

of Hope at the hospital has progressed well and 

energies can now be directed to the Healing Pathway 

which will go around the outside of the 35 acres of 

the hospital.  This pathway will be wheel chair 

accessible.  Edible fruit trees and gardens for bees 

are an important part of the project. 

To complete the welcoming garden at the entrance 

to the hospital, a TD Canada Trust grant of $7500 has 

been received. This garden will include indigenous 

flowers, plants and trees and is being spearheaded 

by Vicki from Master Gardeners. 

NeighbourWoods North is looking into sources for 

external funding for the Healing Path.  In the next 

little while applications may be put together for a 

Green Infrastructure Grant and for Trees Canada. 

Stay tuned and get involved. Volunteers are always 
welcome.  Email Lloyd Lewis at: 

rhiandlloyd@gmail.com 

 

Submitted by: Gord Edwards  

Christmas Bird Counts 2019 
There are a number of Christmas Bird Counts occurring in Grey
-Bruce in 2019/20.  If you would like to participate in one or 
more counts, please contact the Christmas Bird Count 
coordinator for the count area you are interested in.  A 
Christmas Bird Count is a great way to expand your 
knowledge, get to know the area and make new friends. 
 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 - Owen Sound Christmas Bird 
Count - Erik Van Den Kieboom - erikkieboom@outlook.com 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 - Hanover/Walkerton Christmas 
Bird Count - Gerard McNaughton -
  gmcnaughton@wightman.ca 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 - Wiarton Christmas Bird Count - 
Jarmo Jalava  - jvjalava@gmail.com 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 - Tobermory Christmas Bird 
Count - Tricia Robins  - tricia.robins@canada.ca  or Michael 
Butler - thomas.ormond@gmail.com  
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 - Kincardine Christmas Bird 
Count - James Turland - jaturland@gmail.com 
Saturday, December 28, 2019 - Meaford Christmas Bird Count 
- Lynne Richardson - lynnerichardson@rogers.com 
Saturday, December 28, 2019 - Cape Chin Christmas Bird 
Count - Andrew Keaveney - uofgtwitcher@msn.com 
Sunday, December 29, 2019 - Pike Bay Christmas Bird Count - 
Andrew Keaveney - uofgtwitcher@msn.com 
Thursday, January 2, 2020 - Saugeen Shores Christmas Bird 
Count - Kiah Jasper - kiahjasper@gmail.com  

Huron Fringe Birding Festival 

May 22 to May 25 & May 28 to May 31, 2020 

The Festival Program will be available January 15, 2020 

Registration from March 1, 2020 



14 

 

Where Do Insects Go in the 
Winter? 
In summer, insects are everywhere. Butterflies and bees float 
along the flowers, flies and mosquitoes buzz around endlessly, 
ants march, grasshoppers hop and crickets chirp.  But once the 
temperatures drop, these bugs start to disappear. They - or their 
descendants - somehow survive the cold because they resurface 
again when the weather warms up. 

"They're pragmatists and the negative pressures of evolution 
have conferred strategies on how to get through the winter," 
says Dr. Gale E. Ridge, associate scientist at the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station.  Some commute or find places 
to hide, while others change their body chemistry or just leave 
the world for future generations. Despite these creative 
solutions, climate change is having an impact on how insects 
survive the winter”, Ridge says.  
"Climate change is unpopping the 
cork and lengthening the seasons. 
Warmer, milder winters lead to extra 
generations with overwintering 
insects more likely to 
survive because of the milder 
weather." 

Here's a look at some of the unusual 
survival strategies insects use to 
combat winter weather. 

Diapause 

When cold weather hits, some 
insects enter diapause - a kind of 
dormant state where all their growth 
and activities are put on hold in a 
semi-frozen condition. It's similar to 
the hibernation experienced by many 
warm-blooded animals. Diapause is usually triggered by the 
shorter days leading up to winter, not the actual cold weather. 

The emerald ash borer, an invasive insect that kills ash trees, 
enters diapause in the winter. In this dormant state, "they don't 
do anything," reports Brent Sinclair, the director of the Insect 
Low Temperature Biology Lab at the University of Western 

Ontario. "They don't develop. They just sit under the bark of 
trees where they've been feeding all summer." 

Antifreeze 

Some insects produce their own type of antifreeze to survive 
freezing temperatures while in a diapause state. When 
temperatures start to get colder in fall and winter, many insects 
make cryoprotectants - compounds including glycerol and 
sorbitol - that keep their bodies from forming deadly ice crystals.  
This homemade antifreeze allows insects to survive even when 
temperatures fall below freezing. Woolly bear caterpillars use 
this method to make it through the winter by curling up in leaf 
litter. So does the Alaska Upis beetle, which can withstand 
temperatures reaching down to a chilling minus 100 degrees F. 

Laying eggs 

Technically, some insects don't survive the winter at all. But 
before they die, they lay eggs that will hatch in the spring.  One 
of the most common ways that bugs deal with winter, especially 
in North America, is that they are seasonal. Crickets, praying 
mantises, grasshoppers and katydids all leave their eggs 
behind so new insects can emerge in the spring. Spiders - which 
technically are arachnids, not insects - also do this. Females lay 
their egg sacs in the fall, then die. Then the spiderlings are born 
in the spring once the cold weather has passed. 

Huddling up 

When winter comes, some bugs avoid freezing by snuggling to 
stay warm. Honeybees huddle together in their hives, using their 
collective body heat to keep each other warm. They perform the 
equivalent of shivering to create heat so they can create a 
microradiator in the colony so they stay warm and fend off the 
cold. Similarly, ants and termites stick together, going a little 
farther underground. They go below the frost line where there's 
warmth from all those insect bodies. Convergent lady beetles 
also gather in large groups on rocks or on branches to stay 
warm. 

Migration 

If it's too cold where they are, some insects migrate to warmer 
places. The most well-known example is the monarch butterfly, 
which travels thousands of miles with millions of its closest 
friends to escape cold temperatures. Monarchs in Canada fly 
2,000 miles or more to spend their winters in California or 
Mexico.  "Insects surf air currents to cover great distances," 
Ridge says. "Pilots call them air plankton. In summer alone, there 
are 17 species of insects passing over your head at any given 
time." 

Hiding 

Some insects survive the winter simply by seeking out warm 
spots to hide. Cockroaches, ever the opportunists, will seek 
warmth if you give them an opening.  Insects like the 
multicolored Asian lady beetle, brown marmorated stink bug and 
western conifer seed bug will wait out the winter in warm, dry 
buildings. "Adults will emerge in the late summer and will just go 
and hide in sheltered locations," says Ridge. Their cues to go into 
hiding are shorter days and colder temperatures. They'll stay 
inside until warmer, longer days are back. 

Credit: Mary Jo Dilonardo, Mother Nature Network 

Praying Mantis. Credit: 

Jody Johnson Pettit 



15 

 

iNaturalist 
All of us like to take note of what is around us when we are 
outdoors enjoying nature.  This is proven by the fact that we use 
various forums to share sightings, photos and experiences.  
Often, we take pictures that are not shared or we just don’t 
bother to photograph items that we see or that our children 
collect.  These sightings can be recorded using the iNaturalist 
Canada app. 

Whatever we see often seems normal or ordinary and not 
something to get excited about; but our sightings may very well 
contain valuable biodiversity information.  As an iNaturalist or a 
Citizen Scientist, we can make a difference.  By providing 
information about what we see, we can help scientists and 
environmental managers monitor changes in biodiversity. 

In order to share information, iNaturalist has been designed to 
be easy for everyone! You can add an image and recognition 
software will provide suggestions related to what the photo 
could be.  Often it is correct!  Experts review your observation 
and confirm the identification!  What a great way to build your 
own species list! 

A recently reported sighting in Ojibway Prairie, Windsor 
resulted in the identification of a new species for Ontario and 
Canada.  The Paintedhand Mudbug (Lacunicambarus 
polychromatus) is a burrowing crayfish which has been found 
throughout much of mid-west North America east of the 
Mississippi River.  It is found in burrows in low-lying habitats 
close to the water table, including roadside ditches, floodplains 
and the banks of lakes and rivers and wetlands.  Until recently, 
it had never been reported in Canada. 

Someone, just like you, completed a report and submitted a 
photograph through iNaturalist.  Their information was 
influential in identifying that a population of the Paintedhand 
Mudbug might exist in the Ojibway Prairie area and that 
surveying for this species should be carried out.  It proved 
fruitful.  This new species was the result of an iNaturalist 
uploading their photos and trying to confirm a tentative 
identification. Someday this could be you!   

One of the benefits of iNaturalist is that it makes it possible for 
volunteers and scientists to collaborate in real time.  In our 
highly connected world, this is important.  It also increases our 
collective knowledge of the distribution and conservation status 
of species. 

The Natural Heritage Information Centre, which is the Provincial 
repository for natural history records, has recently created an 
opportunity for iNaturalist users to join allowing their personal 
observations of provincially rare species to be considered for 
incorporation into the provincial record.  (https://inaturalist.ca/
projects/nhic-rare-species-of-ontario).  Just imagine, your 
sightings could be instrumental in making Governments take a 
second look at areas for development. 

iNaturalist can also help identify and locate introduced, 

potentially invasive species.   

Sign up and become one of an increasing number of people who 
are contributing to a growing wealth of knowledge about 
Canadian species.    

Submitted by: Norah Toth 

 

DOWNLOAD INATURALIST.CA 

Head to iNaturalist.ca and download your free 

iNaturalist app. No matter how you connect to nature, 

use the iNaturalist app in Canada and help track 

biodiversity wherever you are. 

 

UPLOAD OBSERVATIONS 

Keep track of your encounters with wildlife by 

uploading your sightings through the iNaturalist app or 

at iNaturalist.ca. You’ll have a record of what you’ve 

seen and be contributing valuable species data. 

Hart’s Tongue Fern. Credit: John Dickson 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF AUTO ID 

Your observation is all the more valuable to you and 

conservation when you know what it is you’re 

looking at. The image recognition software provides 

instant species suggestions for your photo. 

Credit: Canadian Wildlife Federation 
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Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7

  

Knowing Nature Better 

The Owen Sound Field Naturalists advocate and nurture the 

appreciation, understanding, and conservation of our natural 

world.  We are like-minded individuals who enjoy programs 

and activities that help us increase our understanding of 

natural history and conservation in Grey-Bruce. 

The fall forest 

floor in The 

Glen. Credit: 

John Dickson 

2019/12  60 

The American Black Duck is a dabbling duck. Note the yellow bill on this 
male and his purple speculum bordered with black.  Credit: David Turner 

Facebook 

Do you use Facebook?  Both the Owen Sound Field 

Naturalists and NeighbourWoods North have active 

Facebook pages.  Consider becoming a Friend so that you 

can keep informed about a variety of nature topics of 

interest both locally and at a distance. 


