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President’s Report
After being a consumer and follower kind of member in
this club for a number of years, I was asked two years ago
to take a more active role in the operations of the OSFN. I
am happy to report that it has been my privilege these
past two years to witness some of the inner workings of
this club, to step up when asked to cover for others, and
to represent the OSFN at various events, meetings and
outings.
It has been very satisfying for me to give back to this
organization in some small ways after the many years
when my main contributions were the provision of
various snacks to share at indoor meetings and
occasionally for outings as well.
Much of the club's success is a result of the team efforts
of the directors and other volunteers, who step up and
cover for each other when needed. We are all very busy
people, and this cooperative approach allows us to ensure
that the programs are delivered to our members and
guests.
Since becoming President in January of this year I have
made a start on several initiatives:
- to ensure that the club is able to celebrate being 25
Years old throughout 2014
- to increase my own awareness and involvement with
the Young Naturalists Club. Ensuring that this program is
vibrant, will pay dividends in the future when those
youngsters continue to be engaged with nature through
their work or simply their lifestyle.

I have also tried my best to involve the club in activities
of Ontario Nature, of which the OSFN is a member club. I
am looking forward to increasing my interaction
with Ontario Nature, personally, and as a representative
of this club.
I would like to encourage you in two areas – to let us
know what you want from the club - more outings,
perhaps on weekdays, speakers or guides that appeal to
you, or if there is something the club used to do, that you
miss, let us know, and we will see about restoring that
activity.
It is your club, so help us to keep you engaged and feeling
good about your membership.
The other area I see as having great potential is to invite
your friends and associates to come and give us a try. One
initiative that would be helpful is for you to give
memberships as gifts to folks you would like to see
enjoying what we have to offer. Increasing membership
this way would be the simplest way to grow our revenues,
so that we can deliver our programs without relying on
fundraising activities. It would also give us a greater pool
of volunteers for club activities and for future directors.
I am looking forward to our new season of programs
being launched in September, as we take the Owen Sound
Field Naturalists forward into the first of its next 25 Years.
John Dickson, President

Cover Photo: A female Piping Plover and two day old chick at Sauble Beach. July, 2014. Credit: Merri-Lee Metzger
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Sharing the Beach with the Piping Plover

over there is some communication between the male and female to
indicate it is “time”, but there doesn’t seem to be any communication
between them when they change roles. I missed the hatch, but did get
Most people go to the beach so that they can enjoy the sun and sand.
to see the chicks before they were a full day old. They really do look
I’m not much of a beach fanatic but, for the little Piping Plover I easily
like little cotton balls with toothpicks for legs! And if you think your
became a regular beach goer!
own children changed quickly, the chicks are able to run about and
feed themselves right away; they are also able to fly in 25 days! Their
The Piping Plover is the color of dry sand and blends well with its beach
growth spurt is phenomenal! The wisest thing that the female does is
surroundings. After an absence of over 30 years, Piping Plovers
once the chicks are between 1 and 2 weeks old, she says “arrivederci”
returned to the Canadian shores of Lake Huron seven years ago.
and leaves the male alone to deal with the chicks’ “teenage” days!
Someone described them recently as chickadees on steroids. Yes, they
are relatively small.
Piping Plover nests at Sauble Beach this year were washed out,
experienced predation and extreme variables in weather. One female
Typical of shorebirds, the Piping Plover nests in the sand. The nest, if
nested in Michigan, lost that nest, came to Sauble and met a new male,
you can call it one, is very vulnerable. Four eggs are laid over 6 to 8
nested again and then lost this nest due to flooding and poor site
days in a scrape in the sand made by the male. Incubation takes
selection. The determination she showed is amazing!
between 25 and 31 days.
I would like to thank each of the volunteers for their dedication. I
would also like to thank the crew from the Ministry of Natural
Resources – Craig Todd, Danielle Walker and Carolyn Hann – who
advocate for the plovers and made the volunteers’ experience
worthwhile. As the biologist for the Piping Plovers, Carolyn displayed
professionalism as well as a passion for the birds. She has provided
information to the volunteers and shared our emotions during all the
successes and failures of the summer.

At Sauble, there were 4 pairs and 7 nest attempts. There were a total
of 16 volunteers to possibly cover 12 hours a day, 7 days a week and 4
kilometres of beach. Nesting success was limited. On August 8 there
were 2 chicks; and on August 9 there was only one.
Piping Plover chicks are so cute! As a volunteer, going to the beach
allowed me to do two of my favorite things, talk to the public and
watch bird behavior.

I’m a “Plover Lover”. I hope you will consider becoming one too.

I met such interesting people. One couple from Toronto area shook my
hand in thanks for telling them about the plovers and helping out the
birds. I spoke to many people who came back every day to see the
progress. I encouraged most of the children I met to do school projects
on the Piping Plover; after all, how often do you get to see an
endangered animal up close.

(August 12—The last chick has disappeared. We may never know for
sure whether it headed south or was lost to a predator. It was just
trying out its wings. This was a sad day for the Piping Plovers,
volunteers and staff at Sauble Beach).
Submitted by: Norah Toth

People didn’t mind sharing the beach with these little birds. I was
surprised by the beach demographics – people from Quebec and British
Columbia were fairly common. The majority, however, were from
various centres in southern Ontario.
I met one person who wouldn’t see the benefits of sharing the beach
with an endangered bird. People with these views were definitely in
the minority.
Many of the volunteers were from the Grey Bruce area, although we
didn’t have much opportunity to see each other. And then there were
our new friends from Elmira who drove up to the beach twice a week,
no matter what the weather. They made me humble and a bit
embarrassed by the fact that there were so few locals willing to donate
some time.

Port Elgin was a new nesting beach for Piping Plovers this year. Four Piping
Plovers fledged from this nest. Credit: Merri-Lee Metzger

My biggest thrill has been watching the plovers themselves. The
parents are so diligent about incubating the eggs. When they switch
This experience solidifies in my mind why they are

endangered and why they need to be protected. It has
taught me (us) so much and we feel fortunate that
we were able to help.

August 13—We saw "Dad" before lunch between 6th and
big washroom. He stayed a few minutes more, piped a few
notes and then flew south. What a gift!
Monika and Judy

Cheryl & Aubrey Ferguson
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Club News

Tracking Animals in the Snow

seen other animals do this as well, most memorably half a dozen
coyotes that all erupted out of a snowbank one day when he was out
tracking.

Local tracker, trapper, hunter, fisherman, nature lover and all-round
outdoorsman Jeff Kinchen took a dozen of us on a snowshoe hike
through the fields, swamps and forests of his family’s property in midMarch. As we all remember only too well, we had a lot of snow last
winter and much of it was still on the ground then, making for good
tracking of all manner of wildlife, especially rabbit, hare, deer and
coyote.

On the large, former beaver swamp we found a spot beside a dead
cedar where a coyote had bedded down. Seemed like an odd place to
sleep, out in the open, until we realized that it had probably napped
there during the day out in the sun. Since the incursion of coyotes into
the area (and the decline in the poplar population) beavers have
moved out.

Deer hooves will actually spread out like our toes or the paws of other
mammals like coyotes or cats, especially when they’re running. When
they’re walking, one front hoof (let’s say the left one) steps out and the
other front hoof comes up alongside and slightly behind it, then the
back left hoof steps into the print left by the front one and the right
back hoof moves beyond the right front hoof on the right side. You can
tell the difference between the walking prints of adult males and adult
females. The male is broader in the front end since he has to be able to
support the large rack of antlers. The female is broader in the back
since she will carry and give birth to young. When she steps “into” the
front track, her print only half covers the first one, it goes a bit wide.
There were numerous cottontail rabbit and snowshoe hare prints.
These are notable for the fact that when rabbits or hares are seriously
on the move (as opposed to dancing around in one spot and foraging
on the bark of trees, fallen apples, emerging buds, cedar boughs
dropped by porcupines and other delicacies) their two front paws come
A group of eager snowshoers enjoyed a cold winter day learning tracking
down with one slightly ahead of the other, then their back legs come
techniques with Jeff KInchen. Credit: Aubrey Ferguson
forward together bypassing the front legs and leaving the back paw
prints ahead of the front prints. This is true for many other animals
Jeff explained that Grey and Bruce Counties have an overpopulation of
when they’re running including cats.
coyotes due to the uninformed hunting practices encouraged in the
We were treated to two porcupine sightings but hardly close-up. Both area. In a healthy coyote population only the alpha male and female
breed. However, if a young coyote is killed, the alphas will give the
sleeping bundles were perched rather high up in cedar trees on what
seemed like impossibly slender limbs. It was easy enough to find them. second-in-line male and female permission to breed, not only making
up for the loss but introducing several more pups into the population.
Jeff says a porcupine can remain in one tree for a month during the
winter simply urinating and defecating onto the snow below. As it
grows older, the urine becomes a dark orange, almost the colour of
blood, and the fecal pellets are small and sorta cigar-shaped.

The highlight of our trek came near the end with the remains of a
coyote kill, a young deer. Only part of the hide was left on top of the
deep snow in the depths of a mixed forest. Jeff estimated the kill to be
two days old. He explained that deer have difficulty moving through
deep snow but the coyotes, being much smaller and lighter, don’t sink
nearly as much so they have the advantage under these conditions.

Minks’ movements are “noodly”, as Jeff put it, leaving long undulating
trails in the snow. Deer mice leave dainty little prints, two side by side,
often with the wisp of a tail trail.

Grouse have the fascinating habit of burrowing under the snow in areas A fascinating conclusion to a superb hike.
abundant in apple trees so that they can dine on the fallen apples.
Submitted by: Reenie Fedun
You’ll see their prints (three long toes pointing forward and one back)
disappear into a hollow near the tree. They might make a cozy little
cave for themselves under the snow. When they’re ready, they’ll burst
out of the snow leaving a mark that looks like a small eruption. Jeff has
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Club News continued
Two people submitted reports about the tracking activity. Both
are personal and enjoyable and needed to be included.
Jeff, a tracker and trapping enthusiast shared the first hand
knowledge that he has learned since he was a youngster
Don’t Eat the Orange Snow! with apologies to growing up on this property… tracks, droppings and scratches…
Frank Zappa
there was so much detail to acknowledge and interpret. He
espouses a philosophy that experience is still the best teacher…
a book or website can never be a comprehensive surrogate
During the early afternoon of Sunday March 8, a dozen wouldteacher. Get out there and watch… often! Be inquisitive and be
be naturalists learned from their guide, Jeff Kinchen to be wary
persistent. And if you are as committed as him, be prepared to
of orange snow as mature porcupines have a way of decorating
track coyotes for twenty kilometers only to loose their tracks on
the ground far beneath them in a distinctive and colourful
a wind-swept snowy field.
manner. That was only one of many things learned during the
second annual “Who Made Those Tracks” outing, but quite
It was an outing rich in observation and learning combined with
possible the most valuable as the now learned naturalists were
a healthy dose of exercise. A special thanks naturally goes out
subsequently observed warily giving the treetops a watchful
to our host and guide, Jeff Kinchen and OSFN Program
eye and wisely so, as two porkies were observed trail-side high
coordinator, Andy Koshan.
in the tall pines of Jeff’s property near the Bognor Marsh.
Being a naturalist in Grey-Bruce means embracing winter and
this day was a great example of what that requires. The early
afternoon was a sunny -5C, a temperature that belied a much
colder experience with wind gusts whipping across the bare
stretches well in excess of 50 km per hour. But winter affords
great opportunities to observe animal behavior in a manner
that is much less obvious during the other three seasons. For a
keen and experienced eye like Jeff’s, winter lays on a veritable
feast of interesting animal activity.

Submitted by Aubrey Ferguson

Jeff Kinchen points out showshoe hare tracks. Credit: Doug Tooley

Spotted salamanders will move as early as possible to vernal ponds or other small
aquatic habitats for breeding. When meltwater (produced by rain) seeps into the
ground, salamanders are stimulated to leave their wintering spot and travel to pools
for breeding. That same rain usually causes the very edge of the pools to open to
receive the salamanders. Timing is everything for these animals... (Comments
provided by Steve Marks.) Credit: Andy Koshan
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The Bald Eagle and a Turtle

clicking furiously.
This was a first for us. We have seen Eagles catching fish but
have never seen one with a turtle. The eagle stayed in the tree
for about a minute, lucky for us. Then as these critters do; it
suddenly flew away with its armoured catch.

I have photographed birds and animals across this country and
each area has different species. I am always on the lookout for
species that I have not photographed. My love of birds is a
passion. This ranges from the tiny hummingbird darting about;
to the majestic eagle soaring on the thermal air currents.

In the following days, I made some inquires into the diets of
eagles. I wanted to find out if turtles were a part of the diet or if
this was a young one who was biting off more than it could
chew. My inquiries produced that even though fish are their
main source of food; they will eat turtles.

As a photographer I still get a real charge out of what surprise
each day of photographing may have in store. I have learned to
expect the unexpected.
One of the most challenging subjects for me are the
raptors. They can be interesting and yet so frustrating at the
same time. Even though it is a major challenge; they are my
favorite subject. At the end of the day there may be few
images that I will keep; just seeing these great birds is
reward enough.
On May 15th of this year my wife and I loaded our camera
gear into the car and headed for Bruce Road 33, on Lake
Huron shore, to explore for raptors.
We came to a cross roads and while we were stopped,
noticed a tree off to the side, with a large bird sitting in it.
Thinking it might be an eagle I had the vehicle crawl down
the road very slowly. I might add that the camera shutter is
clicking quickly. We have learned to track these critters with
a slowly moving vehicle. We were able to crawl to a stop
opposite that tree without the eagle flying away.

Juvenile bald eagle with painted turtle. Credit: Raymond Strickland
In fact, it was a juvenile Bald Eagle. It was trying to eat
something but it sure wasn’t a fish. In fact, we could see the
shape of a turtle.

We both concluded something very special had just been
observed.
As I said initially, expect the unexpected with wildlife and there
we had seen the unexpected.

I turned, stared at my wife and in an ever rising vocal pitch
squeaked, “It is a turtle!”

Submitted by: Raymond Strickland

Her eyes widened. She didn’t believe me but we continued

“Not only does the loss of children’s

outdoor play and contact with the
natural world impact their growth and
development, it also sets the stage for a
continuing loss of the natural

environment." UK's National Trust
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PROGRAM LISTINGS
2014—2015

Sharp-lobed Hepaticas at
Bayview Escarpment Provincial
Nature Reserve. Credit: Nancy
Sepalla

The Owen Sound Field Naturalists (OSFN) advocates and nurtures the appreciation, understanding and conservation of
our natural world as is exemplified in our motto—Knowing Nature Better. We were created in 1989 to provide Owen
Sound and area naturalists with the opportunity to meet like-minded individuals and to share activities that would
allow them to increase their understanding of natural history and conservation. Today, we have over 300 members,
and are a member club of Ontario Nature (ON).
Indoor meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to May (with the exception of
November—third Thursday) in the auditorium of the Owen Sound and North Grey Union Public Library at 7:00 p.m.
(with the exception of June—6:00 p.m. St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church). Guest presenters are chosen to provide a
wide range of topics. Their expertise covers natural history subjects that may be local, provincial, national or
international in scope. Indoor meetings are open to the public.
The OSFN also provides a full schedule of outdoor activities throughout the year. On these outings, members learn
and share first-hand knowledge about the flora, fauna and geography of this region. Participation numbers are limited
on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience and to reduce impact on the environments visited. Preregistration is required for outdoor activities.
www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca
P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
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Outdoor Programs
Enjoy the outdoors with like-minded people.
Pre-registration is required.
Participant numbers are limited on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience and to reduce the impact
on the environments visited. Please call or email the listed contact to register.
Saturday, September 6, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.
Stargazing at the Outdoor Education Center Observatory
with John Hlynialuk
Register: John Hlynialuk stargazer@wightman.ca
or 519-371-0670 Limit: 15 participants

April, 2015 – Date & Time to be announced
Cabot Head Geology Hike with Darryl Cowell
More information will be available at
www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca in the early spring.
Sunday, April 26, 2015 - 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Wonderland of Rocks #2 - Cliffscape Ecology Hike at Rural
Rootz with Tom Ashman
Register: Tom Ashman ruralroots@sympatico.ca
or 519-534-2522 Limit: 15 participants

Saturday, September 27, 2014 - 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Hiking the McIver Wetlands in Purple Valley with Bob
Knapp
Register: Bob Knapp rmknapp@yahoo.com
or 519-371-1255 Limit: 15 participants

Saturday, May 2, 2015 - 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A Visit with Old Growth Trees with Bob Knapp
Register: Bob Knapp rmknapp@yahoo.com
or 519-371-1255 Limit: 15 participants

Sunday, October 5, 2014 - 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Hiking with Bob Gray
Experience the “Algonquin Arch” at Georgian Peaks/
Craigleith. Look at landslide zones and slumping near the
Peaks and fossils beds at Delphi Point and Craigleith.
Register: Bob Gray kemblemt@xplornet.ca
or 519-371-9128 Limit: 15 participants

Mid-May, 2015— Date to be confirmed - 2:00 p.m. –
4:00 p.m.
Wildflower Walk Through Area Trails
Register: Barbara Palmer barbara_p@rogers.com
or 519-372-0355 Limit: 12 participants

Sunday, October 19, 2014 - 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
O’Keefe Grange Heritage Apple Farm – A Joint Outing
with the Young Naturalists Club
Saturday, May 23, 2015 - 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Register: Beth Anne Currie bethannecurrie@sympatico.ca Wildflower and Fern Hike at Pottawatomi Conservation
or 519-376-7237 Limit: 15 participants
Area with Joan Crowe
Register: Joan Crowe – 519-371-8193
Sunday, November 16, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Limit: 12 participants
Waterfowl Around the Bay with Fred Jazvac
Register: Fred Jazvac - 519-797-3332
Thursday, May 28, 2015 - 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Limit: 12 participants
Spring Wildlife Observation via Canoe or Kayak: Pike
River Bridge North with Andy Koshan
Christmas Bird Counts
Register: Andy Koshan akoshan@yahoo.ca
Watch the Hart’s Tongue Herald and e-Herald for the
or 519-372-9480 Limit: 10 participants
dates and count contacts for Christmas Bird Counts in
Owen Sound, Meaford, Saugeen Shores and Wiarton.
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 - 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p. m.
Nature Ramble at Bayview Escarpment with Norah Toth
Saturday, March 7, 2015 - 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Register: Norah Toth ntoth@rogers.com
Who Made Those Tracks and Why? An Interpretive Late or 519-376-2918 Limit: 10 participants
Winter Tracking Hike with Jeff Kinchen
Register: Jeff Kinchen cheshires_grin@hotmail.com
or 519-372-7499 Limit: 12 participants
8
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Indoor Meetings
Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month from September to June (with the exception of
November). They start at 7:00 p.m. at the Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library, 824 1st Avenue West,
Owen Sound. Remember, bring a coffee mug to meetings.
September 11, 2014
Caroline Schultz
PROTECTING ONTARIO’S WILD SPECIES AND SPACES
Caroline is the Executive Director of Ontario Nature which has over 30, 000 members and supporters across the
Province. She spearheads the programs and operations that achieve Ontario Nature’s mission which is to protect
Ontario’s wild species and spaces through conservation, education and public engagement. Participants will learn
about Ontario Nature’s local efforts as well as the larger environmental challenges we face throughout Ontario.
October 9, 2014 Bob Barnett
ESCARPMENT BIOSPHERE CONSERVANCY (EBC)
The EBC maintains and manages a system of nature reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the
Niagara Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve). They strive to preserve the physical features of scientific and/or
ecological, cultural, historic or scenic interest while enhancing or restoring areas of native species or natural habitat.
November 20, 2014
Paloma Plant
FATAL LIGHT AWARENESS PROGRAM
The Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP) is a non-profit organization that is governed by a Board of Directors and
sustained by a terrific group of volunteers. FLAP was the first organization in the world to raise concerns about bird
collisions with buildings in urban areas. Since 1993, FLAP volunteers have picked up tens of thousands of birds from
city sidewalks.
December 11, 2014
Bob Rice
MEMBERS’ NIGHT
A potpourri of OSFN members’ slides, displays, art, collections and compositions focusing on the natural world. A
limit of 10 slides and 10 minutes of presentation time is preferred. Register your presentation with Bob Rice—
bob@ningwakwe.on.ca or 519- 477-1728.
January 8, 2015 Darryl Cowell
GEOPARKS
Local esteemed geologist Darryl Cowell will present the concept and nature of UNESCO “Geoparks” and the potential
formal designation of portions of the Niagara Escarpment as a Geopark. The Cabot Head area on the northern Bruce
Peninsula has been identified as a candidate for designation. Darryl will update attendees about the current status of
the designation process.
February 12, 2015
Peter Middleton
THE SKY’S THE LIMIT: A PRIMER ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Peter will share a compilation of data and slides to provide the audience with a synopsis of the science on climate
change and the possible impacts for the many species we care so deeply about.
March 12, 2015 Dr. Lyle Friesen
LUST AND DOMAIN: THE NATURE OF BIRDSONG
Dr. Friesen is a songbird biologist with the Canadian Wildlife Service. He has been studying the effects of forest
fragmentation and encroaching development on Wood Thrushes (among other topics) in the Forested Hills ESPA of
Waterloo.
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Indoor Meetings continued
April 9, 2015
Robert Knapp
OLD GROWTH FORESTS IN THE OWEN SOUND AREA
Bob is an experienced hiker, educator and explorer who will show photos of the extraordinary trees that have lived to
an old age in our area. This presentation will provide you with fascinating and interesting details about this area’s old
growth trees.
May 14, 2015
Dr. Andrew Peregrine
LYME DISEASE & RACCOON ROUNDWORM: IS THE RISK OF HUMAN INFECTION INCREASING IN ONTARIO?
Dr. Peregrine, Associate Professor, Department of Pathobiology at the University of Guelph, will discuss the
relationship between Lyme Disease and Raccoon Roundworm. He will include the predicted impact of climate change
on these two potential human infections. This is important information for all those who venture out into the field.
June 11, 2015 – 6:00 p.m. SHARP **** Last meeting of the year
ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER & PRESENTATION
Please note the location is not at the Library.
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 865 1st Avenue West, Owen Sound
Bring your own plates, cutlery and cup or mug, as well as a food dish, with serving utensils, to serve 8-10.
SPECIAL GUEST
Jody Scheifley, Ministry of Natural Resources
BLACK BEARS ON THE BRUCE PENINSULA
The Northern Bruce Peninsula contains significant amounts of uninterrupted forest; this makes a great ecosystem and
enables the black bear to thrive here. Black bears are smaller than their grizzly and polar cousins weighing anywhere
from 100 to over 250 kilograms. They eat anything that is available so remember: "IF YOU FEED A BEAR - YOU KILL
HIM."

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Telephone……………………………………… E-mail………………………………………………………….Check here if renewal…….
(your e-mail will be used for OSFN e-bulletin, last minute notices and digital receipt of the newsletter)
Membership Category: Single ($25)………….. Family ($40)………… Student ($15)…………..
Donation for Conservation Projects……………………………. Donation to Conservation Trust Fund……………………………...
For your ease and ours, pay on-line using our PayPal option at www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca
Or, return with cheque to: Owen Sound Field Naturalists, P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
By signing this form, I am agreeing that OSFN may contact me by phone or e-mail………………………………………..
We hereby confirm that e-mail and mail lists will not go beyond the OSFN. (See privacy policy at
owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca)
Membership may also be paid at any OSFN indoor meeting.
Please complete and detach this form. It should be submitted with your payment.
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From Ontario Nature (ON)

recipients and their respective awards are Tom Lobb
(Ontario Nature Achievement Award), Andrew Reeves
(Carl Nunn Media & Conservation Award), Craig Campbell
New Greenway Guide Released
(W.W.H. Gunn Conservation Award), Kyle Clark (Richards
Education Award), River Murray (Margaret & Carl Nunn
Ontario Nature has released the Best Practices Guide to
Memorial Camp Scholarship Award), Donald J. Kerr (Ian
Natural Heritage Systems Planning. The guide promotes
Shenstone Fraser Memorial Award), Mark Eastman (J.R.
municipal greenway planning, a strategic approach to land Dymond Public Service Award), the Bruce Trail
use planning which addresses biodiversity loss and the
Conservancy (Steve Hounsell Greenway Award) and CKL
uncertainties of climate change. It draws on 50+ examples Flora (W.E. Saunders Natural History Award). Our
of strong policies from 23 municipalities. These policies
congratulations to all of the winners!
are protecting and enhancing the many benefits nature
provides including flood control, pollination and improved Members of the OSFN may know Tom Lobb. Tom, a
air and water quality. Go to http://
member of our neighboring Huron Fringe Field
www.ontarionature.org/protect/habitat/
Naturalists, is a local farmer and lifelong naturalist. He
greenway_municipal_planning.php to download your free received the Ontario Nature Achievement Award for his
copy. For more information, contact Josh Wise at
outstanding contribution to the organization.
joshuaw@ontarionature.org.

Eco-heroes in Our Midst
On June 21, we honoured 7 individuals and 2 groups for
their exceptional efforts to preserve Ontario's nature
(http://www.ontarionature.org/media/
news_template.php?n_code=660). The deserving

Tom has been involved with wood turtle monitoring and
protection for at least a decade, and has played a vital
role in queen snake surveys in the Maitland River. He is
also a long-time steward of Ontario Nature’s George G.
Newton Nature Reserve south of Goderich. He has
participated in many local butterfly counts.

Join Ontario Nature today
Ontario Nature takes action every day protecting wild species and wild
spaces in every corner of our province – from your backyard to the boreal
forest and beyond. But birds, butterflies and badgers are not the heart and
soul of our organization. People like you are. Will you join Ontario Nature
today, and become a part of our growing conservation success story? For
more membership information, please visit www.ontarionature.org/give/
membership/index.php.
The Owen Sound Field Naturalists is a federated club member of Ontario
Nature. As such, individual members of clubs are not supporting members
of Ontario Nature. Like OSFN Ontario Nature relies upon membership fees
to pursue its programs. Please consider a membership in Ontario Nature.
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Honorary Life Member 2014

Hospitality at Meetings
At each meeting, coffee and tea have been provided so
that you have the chance to socialize. At this time, no
one has stepped up to help with hospitality for the fall.
If you are able to spend an extra hour prior to the
meeting helping out the club by preparing and serving
coffee and tea, please contact Norah Toth—
ntoth@rogers.com

An Honorary Life Membership is awarded to those
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to
nature, research, education and conservation.
In 2014, the Owen Sound Field Naturalists (OSFN) chose
Merle Gunby as a recipient of this award.
Merle and his wife Sheila moved to Owen Sound in 1995.
They joined the OSFN and since then Merle has spent many
hours volunteering on numerous projects for the OSFN.

To help provide coffee supplies, a financial donation has
been welcomed at the coffee table. The profits realized
in 2013—14, approximately $300, were equivalent to the
cost of sending a student to the Ontario Nature Youth
Summit for Biodiversity and Community Action. The
Board of Directors plan to send a high school student to
this event which is held from September 19—21, 2014 at
YMCA Geneva Park on Lake Couchiching, Orillia.

He has served a term as President of the OSFN, was a
member of the Bruce-Grey Plant Committee and is an OSFN
representative to the Rankin Resource Group, Inc. He also
worked with Nels Maher creating an inventory of
outstanding trees in Owen Sound. He and Nels became best
friends and two or three times a week would be out
botanizing or exploring nature for new things.
In addition to his activities for the OSFN, Merle has
dedicated many hours volunteering for the Sydenham Bruce
Trail Club, as a volunteer at the Grey Roots Museum and
Archives, the Inglis Falls Arboretum Alliance and the Grey
Sauble Conservation Foundation.
In his quiet way Merle has been an outstanding advocate for

the preservation of natural areas in Grey County.
The Owen Sound Field Naturalists are pleased to
recognize him as an Honorary Life Member of the club.
Submitted by: Dave Taylor

Tell me and I forget
Teach me and I remember
Involve me and I learn
Ben Franklin

Thank you to the members who have provided
content for this newsletter or who have proofread.
Submissions for the next issue can be sent to
ntoth@rogers.com prior to October 31, 2014.
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Conservation Award 2014
Twenty-one years ago, Bill O’Keefe read an article that really
caught his interest. It was about a German food scientist by the
name of Fred Jansen who grew heritage apples. Bill went to
Rockton ON to meet and talk with Mr. Jansen, … and as they
say…. history was written!

pears from extinction as possible; and after 21 years, they have
made a great start of bringing awareness of the fact that there
are so many more varieties of apples than Macintosh, Ida Red
and Granny Smith. The Outdoor Education Centre at Oliphant
will be planting or have planted a few heritage trees at their
site. The White family has purchased 11 trees to be planted this
fall at the family farm in Mar. You too can help the O’Keefe’s
goal. They encourage people to pick a favourite variety and
have their own tree custom-grafted.

At the Annual Meeting, it was my pleasure to introduce two of
the most down to earth, welcoming people with a burning
passion and a desire to share it, Bill and Lyn O’Keefe of O’Keefe
Grange. Their unique heritage organic fruit tree farm is located
at Mount Hope, just east and south of Burgoyne. It is here that
Bill carefully hand-grafts heritage apple and pear tree stock on
to root stock, and tends them in pots and then in their orchards
or sends them off to be planted in farmers fields or wherever
anyone will take and plant them. It is the O’Keefe’s desire to
work toward restoring and locating heritage apple & pear trees
on remote farms throughout Ontario.
There is currently only a 'hand-full' of people in North America
who do the work that the O'Keefe’s do. Bill has travelled the
world in his research for heritage apples ... not always physically
being there, but also through books, contacting other key
people and via technology.
In the 1800s there were thousands of varieties of apples in
North America, but unfortunately, many have died off. In the
grocery stores, if you looked far and wide, you might be able to
find 15 varieties to purchase.
One of the rare varieties the O’Keefe’s are reviving is "The
Wismer" apple. The Wismer family of Port Elgin introduced this
apple in the 1880s. 10 years ago, there were only 5 registered
trees – meaning guaranteed to be Wismer apples. Then
O'Keefe discovered one in the U.S. in Oregon – and they have
been propagating it for distribution ever since.

Lyn and Bill display several varieties of apples from the O’Keefe Grange.
Credit: Stewart Nutt

Bill and Lyn, we wish you many more years of continued success
as you willingly and eagerly share your knowledge and
enthusiasm for heritage varieties. Our grandchildren and great
grandchildren thank you!
And the Owen Sound Field Naturalists thank you, and present
you with this year’s Conservation Award for your efforts and
passion for preserving our history and our future.
Submitted by: Stew Nutt

Bill and Lyn now have somewhere between 240 to 250 varieties
of heritage apple and pear trees on their property, mostly
apple. They have sold apple-grafted trees throughout the
United States, British Columbia and many regions in Canada.

The O’Keefe Grange is located southwest of
Burgoyne in Mount Hope.
They are open Thursday, Friday and Saturday (April
to December) and the Saturday, Sunday and
Monday of Thanksgiving Weekend.

Not only are Bill & Lyn busy with researching, procuring,
grafting and promoting the planting of heritage fruit trees, they
also have a small shop on their property, set up like an old
fashioned general store. Here they sell apples, pears, honey,
sheep’s yarn, preserves and really good ice cream! They are
open 3 days a week from April to December, but when you go
on Thanksgiving weekend for the free apple tasting, be sure to
ask for their apple cider mini donuts!

You don’t have to “go”
anywhere to enjoy nature.

The O’Keefe’s goal is to save as many varieties of apples and
13

Celebrating 25 years of Knowing Nature Better

The Bruce-Grey Plant Committee
The Bruce-Grey Plant Committee originated in 1994 when
Lorraine Brown asked me to help coordinate the production of a
checklist of Vascular Plants for Grey and Bruce counties. Bob
Gray, at the Ministry of Natural Resources in Owen Sound, had
organized a summer student to work on the project.
The foundation for the list was a study by Joe Johnson which the
Ministry had commissioned in 1990. Many other sources were
tapped into, as referred to in the acknowledgments in the 2010
4th edition of the checklist. Financial assistance for printing was
provided by the Owen Sound Field Naturalists and the Saugeen
Field Naturalists.
It was decided to form a committee, of which I became the
chair. Joe Johnson's extensive local botanical knowledge of Grey
and Bruce counties was a very important component. Nels
Maher was an integral part of the committee from the start and,
also, Bob Gray. Orris and Ellen Hull were also recruited. This
basic group stayed together throughout subsequent
botanical publications but many other individuals contributed in
many different ways for individual books. They are recognized in
the acknowledgments in each book. Mac Campbell represented
the Saugeen Field Naturalists in the production of the earlier
publications. Bob Gray had begun a number of projects within
the MNR for which there was not adequate funding
for publishing, and these provided the basis for several books.
He also arranged for summer students to assist in researching
the various books and recruited ministry staff, local geologists
and geographers to work on the geology book. All the books
were proofread by the committee members and a full
day meeting would go over the whole book, taking in
suggestions and amendments from all. Every book was truly a
cooperative effort.

finances and book distribution, as well as being a wonderful
proofreader, died in 2011.
The printing of the checklist was funded by the Owen Sound
Field Naturalists and the Saugeen Field Naturalists who were
repaid with books to sell. The Owen Sound Field Naturalists,
Ontario Nature and individual members of the committee
financed the next publication, the orchid book. Through
subsequent reprints, this book has become a Canadian best
seller (over 5000 copies sold)! Contributors were repaid and,
from the fern book onwards, publications were paid for by the
book profits, as were reprints for the checklist, orchid, fern and
geology books. The Aster/Goldenrod book, the Rare Species
book and the Owen Sound Tree book have not been reprinted
but are still in stock. Six thousand dollars from our profits went
through the OSFN to help the Nature Conservancy of Canada
purchase the Crawford property on the north shore of Gillies
Lake. A $13000 donation was made to the OSFN conservation
fund following the death of Lorraine Brown. Most recently
(July 2014) we have paid for a reprint of the Geology book and
the Plant Committee bank account has been closed.
Maryann Thomas of the Ginger Press took over the wholesaling
of the books in 2005. The books are stored in the shop, where
they are covered by insurance. There is a considerable inventory
remaining, the profits from which will come directly to the
Owen Sound Field Naturalists from now on. After twenty years
and seven books the Bruce-Grey Plant Committee has ended its
life. It has been a good run. Thanks go to all who have
participated in, or supported, these projects.
Submitted by: Joan Crowe

Sadly we lost Nels Maher in 2005, although he had established
much of the groundwork for our last publication, the Owen
Sound tree book, before he died. Orris who had managed our
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Grand Manan—A Naturalists’ Paradise
In mid-July sixteen members of the Bruce Birding Club and the OSFN assembled on Grand Manan Island in the Bay of Fundy, New
Brunswick for a week of birding and whale watching.
Authentic ’maritime’ weather with fog, rain, high seas, winds and more fog, cancelled our two scheduled pelagic/whaling boat
trips on Monday and Wednesday. However the island itself is well worth exploring. High headlands at each end of the 30km+
long island come complete with scenic lighthouses. Hiking trails are abundant, the geology is unique, and maritime culture is
prevalent with fishing, salmon-farming aquaculture and dulsing - a seaweed popular as a vitamin-rich health food/delicacy, but
something that requires an acquired taste, for sure. It did not go over so well with us Ontario landlubbers at our cocktail party.
The Island has an excellent little museum which houses an extensive, well-displayed bird collection, contributed by a famous
island ornithologist, collector and taxidermist. The display gave us a
great opportunity to study the seabirds we weren’t seeing at sea in
the fog.
However, by the end of the week the fog finally lifted and on Friday
we boarded the 45-foot Day’s Catch with Sea Watch Tours for a trip
out to Machias Seal Island where there is an Atlantic Puffin colony.
We saw Puffins - by the thousands, along with Razorbills and
Common Murres by the hundreds - a spectacular sight. This
spectacle was topped off by an incredibly rare sighting of a Tufted
Puffin which has somehow ended up on Machias far from its coastal
BC/Alaskan home.
Saturday we again boarded the Day’s Catch and headed out in
search of pelagic birds and whales. The First Mate chummed the
water and brought in Great Shearwaters, Sooty Shearwaters and
Great Shearwater surfing the waves. Credit: Stew Nutt
Wilson’s Storm-Petrels. A Northern Gannet circled the boat several
times. We passed numerous groups of flying and loafing Puffins,
Razorbills, Murres and Black Guillemot. Rafts of Phalaropes (likely Red-necked) seemed out of place far out at sea.
And of course we saw whales! We saw huge Humpbacked whales surfacing, spouting, breaching, lobtailing and lazily rolling on
the surface, flapping and smacking their extremely long flippers at us as if in a wave. We had a super-exciting moment when two
40 ton Humpbacks swam directly underneath our boat, raising and rolling us, then rising to the surface on the other side and
displaying their flukes at such close range. The mate called Humpbacks the clowns of the sea, and it was as if they gave us this
little thrill-ride on purpose!
It was a wonderful week in a naturalists paradise. Many thanks go to our Past-President Stew Nutt, and Nancy White for
suggesting this trip to us.
Submitted by: Lynne Richardson

We welcome our new members:
Michael & Franziska Edney, Hugh Evans & Susan McGowan, Jeff Kinchen, Gay Ratcliffe

2014 OSFN Board of Directors

Publicity: Bob Rice, bob@ningwakwe.on.ca
Director: Dave Taylor, 519-794-4860, dtmtlog@bmts.com

President: John Dickson, 519-376-3789, jwdickso@gmail.com

Director: Dennis Knight, dennisknight@rogers.com

Past-President: Stewart Nutt, 519-797-5490, stewnutt@gmail.com

Hospitality & Advertising: Vacant

Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary: Lynne Richardson, 519-599-3618, lynnerichardson@rogers.com

Junior Naturalists: Elaine Van Den Kieboom, 519-371-1989, ekieboom@queensbush.ca &
Krista McKee (Grey-Sauble Conservation Authority), 519-376-3076

Treasurer: Barbara Fidler, 519-371-2919, fidlers.green@hotmail.com

Supporting the Board

Membership: Beth Anne Currie, 519-376-7237, bethannecurrie@sympatico.ca

Newsletter: Norah Toth, 519-376-2918, ntoth@rogers.com

Program: Andy Koshan, 519-372-9480, akoshan@yahoo.ca

Website: Bill Moses, 519-371-4559, bill.mosesos@gmail.com
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Box 401, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7

Knowing Nature Better
The Owen Sound Field Naturalists advocate and nurture the
appreciation, understanding, and conservation of our natural
world. We are like-minded individuals who enjoy programs
and activities that help us increase our understanding of
natural history and conservation. The Grey-Bruce area is of
particular interest to us.

Grand Manan—Atlantic Puffin, Tufted Puffin,
Common Murre and Razorbill. Credit: Alice Kain

Juvenile Bald Eagle working on a painted
turtle for a meal. Credit: Raymond
Strickland
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