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President’s Report 

Cover: Snowshoes “just waiting” at a Young Nat’s outing. Credit: Brian Robin 

We Welcome New Members:   

Rebecca Bennett, Kathy Bickford, Dorian Clark, Marsha 

Courtney, Lucie Desjardins, Jim Hamill, Cliff Keeling, Krista 

McKee, Jane Patterson, Theresa & John Stafford, Kathryn 

Sutter, Wally Watkins, Shannon Weitendorf 

I would like to start by saying thank you to John Dickson 
for putting together the indoor and outdoor programming 
for the club.  We have had some great outings and the 
indoor presentations have been informative, entertaining 
and FULL!  This is a great problem to have; however, the 
Board would like to hear from you if you have been 
impacted by our popularity – both good and bad!  The 
lower hall at the Library was not available to us in 
February; as a result, we used the gymnasium at St 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  This facility appeared to 
accommodate our group fairly well, even with the 
additional chairs that had to be put out!   

The OSFN provided financial support to the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada toward the purchase of the 100-
acre Dyers Bay West property on the Saugeen Bruce 
Peninsula.  It felt satisfying to be one of the signatories on 
this cheque for $8,000 and to know that through this 
property purchase we will benefit the citizens of Grey 
Bruce and Ontario for many years to come.  It will also 
continue to provide habitat for a number of species at risk. 

The months of January and February have been interesting 
politically, especially if you care at all about the future of 
the wild plant and animal resources in the province.  
Initially there was a proposal for an open season on the 
Double-crested Cormorant, a rather unliked, and perhaps 
misunderstood, bird.  This was followed by Bill 66 which 
proposed some fairly strong impacts on natural spaces in 
the province.  Most recently the proposal has been to 
make the Endangered Species Act more “business-like”.  
All of these attacks on the species we value as important in 
the greater scheme of things in Ontario, have been shared 
through our e-herald system to all members and persons 
interested in field naturalist’s activities.  I know that many 
of you took the challenge and have submitted your 
comments.  The environmental aspects of Bill 66 have 
been quashed and we can only hope that species at risk 

will not be considered unimportant and not become a 
victim of one of the government’s “streamlining” activities 
for business.   

Joe Johnson, an Honorary Member of the club, likes to 
ensure that everyone’s understanding of the resources in 
Grey Bruce is correct.  He is sharing the following.  “A 
recent Owen Sound SunTimes article about dog strangling 
vine did not reflect that, as is reported in Joe Johnson's 
book, The Vascular Plants of the Bruce Peninsula, dog 
strangling vine was seen in Sarawak Township in 2006.  As 
well, a 1995 report of dog strangling vine on a Bruce 
Peninsula National Park wetland survey was rejected as 
not being likely to be correct.” 

At the time of writing this letter, Earth Day tickets are 
close to being sold out.  

The Board is sorry to see Mel Worth move to B.C. to 
pursue her natural resources career.  I know all club 
members will wish her well. 

Gordon Toth, President 

Think about your garden  

Seedy Saturdays (include a seed exchange, seeds for sale, 
used gardening book exchange, vendors) 

* Saturday, March 16, 2019  From 10 am to 2 pm   

Durham Town Hall 185 George Street West, Durham, ON  

* Saturday, March 30, 2019  From 10 am to 1pm  
Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library, 824 1st 
Avenue West, Owen Sound, ON 

* Saturday, April 6, 2019  From 10 am to 3 pm 

Wiarton Arena, Wiarton, ON 

Annual Arbor Day Tree Sale 

Saturday, April 27, 2019  From 8 am to Noon 

Grey Sauble Conservation Administration Centre, 237897 
Inglis Falls Road, Owen Sound, ON 

Tree seedlings, native wildflowers, landscape trees   
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Historic Chimney Swift 
Records from Grey County 
The late Lloyd Beamer of Meaford maintained a detailed 
record of wildlife observations in the Meaford area on 
behalf of the ‘Meaford Natural History Club’ (MNHC).  
These observations were from 1938 to 1957.  The original 
journals were transcribed by the late John Miles.  I have 
undertaken the task of entering the bird records into the 
eBird data base.  This work is partially completed. 

Some interesting records of Chimney Swift are 
summarized in this article. 

Chimney Swift populations have been declining 
provincially for  many decades. They are considered a 
species at risk by the Ontario government.   

On May 30, 1939 it was reported in the MNHC diary that 
500 Chimney Swifts were observed going into the 
chimney of the Meaford High School at 8:30 pm.  An even 
larger flock of 3,300 was recorded on May 12, 1940.  As 
noted in the diary ‘”Chimney Swifts were counted as they 
entered the chimney of the Church.  There were three 
flues in the chimney.…….. The Chimney Swifts began to 
enter at 8:15.  The count was 3,300.”  Observations of 
roosting populations of this number have not been made 
in recent years. 

Another interesting observation concerns a banded 
Chimney Swift found in Owen Sound.  According to the 
MNHC diary on May 25, 1941, W. J. Dowkes of Owen 
Sound reported a Chimney Swift with band number 
66416-139.  It was nesting in a chimney.  With the 
assistance of Chris Risley, retired OMNRF species at risk 
biologist and Louise Laurin of Environment Canada it was 
determined that this bird was banded on September 3, 
1939 in Clarkesville, Tennessee.  No details were 
available on the age or sex of the bird.   

Both the Canadian Wildlife Service and the Ornithology 
Department of the Royal Ontario Museum encourage the 
entering of historic bird records into the eBird data base.  
Old records of observations often contain valuable 
information on past bird populations and movement. 

Submitted by: Martin Parker 

OSFN Celebrates 

30 Years  

On Thursday January 10, 2019, 
Owen Sound Mayor Ian Boddy 
presented a Certificate of 
Recognition to Club President 
Gordon Toth, at the regular 
Indoor Meeting of the Owen 
Sound Field Naturalists in the 
Library Auditorium. 

President Toth noted the large 
number of hands when he asked the capacity crowd how 
many were there 30 years before.  During the fall months 
of 1988, an initial gathering at the Library, chaired by 
Andrew Armitage, took place to gauge the level of 
interest in forming a Naturalist Club.  With the 
endorsement of those present, the creation of the club 
took place.  The already established Saugeen Field 

Naturalists helped to 
guide planning, 
programming and 
organizing of our 
Club. Subsequently, 
on Thursday, January 
5, 1989, then 
President Lorraine 
Brown presided over 
an inaugural Indoor 
Meeting of the Club. 

On this occasion 30 
years later in 2019, 
Audrey Armstrong 
and Willy Waterton 
gave an informative 
and entertaining 
presentation entitled 
Bruce Trail: 856 kms 

of Discovery.  It was based on their end-to-end hike, with 
references to science, geology and history along the 
Niagara Escarpment.  Special emphasis, of course, on our 
area. (i.e. black bears, rattlesnakes, ferns and a plane 
crash!). 

Submitted by: John Dickson 

I want to acknowledge the traditional territory of the Anishinabek Nation: the People of the Three Fires known as 
Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi Nations. I give thanks also to the Saugeen First Nation #29 and the Chippewas of 
Nawash unceded First Nation, collectively known as the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 
As Field Naturalists we accept our responsibility to be good stewards of this land, in this time and into the future. 

OSFN President, Gordon Toth and Mayor 

Ian Boddy.  Credit: Brian Robin 

http://owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca/activities/audrey-armstrong-and-willy-waterton-bruce-trail-856-kms-of-discovery/
http://owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca/activities/audrey-armstrong-and-willy-waterton-bruce-trail-856-kms-of-discovery/
http://owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca/activities/audrey-armstrong-and-willy-waterton-bruce-trail-856-kms-of-discovery/
http://owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca/activities/audrey-armstrong-and-willy-waterton-bruce-trail-856-kms-of-discovery/
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 Club News 

 

Snowshoeing at Flesherton Hills 

The Young Nats enjoyed ideal conditions for snowshoeing Credit: Brian 
Robin 

With milder, calmer weather Sunday, February 10 a group of enthusiastic 
naturalists of all ages explored the Flesherton Hills property adjacent to the 
high school. Trails were iced up from the repeated freeze/thaw pattern of 
this roller coaster winter so wearing snowshoes was quite beneficial. John 
Burton's long association with the area and his obvious enthusiasm were 
inspiring as he showed us some of his favourite places and projects. One 
area in particular that is worth a second look in a different season is the 
meadow which one of our OSFN founders, Mark Kressman, had many years 
ago cultivated and tended in order to re-establish populations of native 
grasses. Their stems were lovely in the snow and dried seeds so various and 
plentiful that Mark's successful efforts are now a natural legacy for future 
generations. 

The hike that day is the first of two planned to give us the opportunity to 
return to the same area and also visit Richard Bentham's farm, when the 
warblers are passing through. Oh how I look forward to that! 

Submitted by: Kate McLaren 

Dear Kate McLaren   

Thank you so much for sponsoring the Owen Sound Field 
Naturalists award that was presented to me Taylee Gillespie.  
Here’s a couple things about me and my project.  I’m 11 
years old and in grade 6.  This was my first time at a science 
fair.  My project was of How Garbage effects the nature but 
my title was How Garbage affects air, land and water.  I had 
three different subtitle on air, land and water. Which were, 
what is it, How to protect your health from it and how to 
reduce it.  Thank you so much.  I look forward to doing a lot 
more science fairs in the future.  Taylee 

Young Naturalists’ Club 

Our last outing on February 2, 2019 had the Young Nat’s 
snowshoeing in mixed hardwood forest and some conifer 
plantation, searching for signs of wildlife. The animal tracks 
that were observed included Snowshoe Hare, Red Fox, Fisher, 
and American Mink. We were also fortunate to see the 
resident Porcupine resting up in a tree.  The conditions were 
excellent for snowshoeing and we were lucky to have a mild 
day in the midst of some recent poor weather. 

The mild weather made for an enjoyable bonfire where the 
Young Nat’s enjoyed some hot chocolate and roasted bannock 
on sticks over the open fire. The conditions of the day made for 
a great hike and the kids seemed to enjoy being out in the 
woods. 

We encourage members of the Owen Sound Field Naturalists 
to join us on our outings and we appreciate any input or 
assistance from the OSFN members.  Your involvement helps 
us provide the best experience possible for the kids. 

Submitted by: Elaine VanDenKieboom 

John Dickson checking out marcescence (deciduous trees 
hanging on to their dead leaves) on the branch beside 
him.  Credit: Brian Robin NeighbourWoods North 

NeighbourWoods North is continuing to consider 
projects at the Grey Bruce Regional Health Centre 
property.  Proposed is the development of a Healing 
Trail /Pathway and any associated tree plantings. They 
are also looking into naturalizing the gardens at the 
regional health centre.  In order to carry out these 
projects, they will be partnering with a number of local 
groups and are currently in discussion with them. 

They have been offered a number of large White Spruce 
from a property adjacent to the hospital and are looking 
for funding to help move them. 

NeighbourWoods North is not limiting its tree planting 
efforts to the regional health centre property.  They are 
continuing discussions with the City of Owen Sound and 
the local school boards. 

Submittted by: Gord Edwards 
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 Ice Capades—  

Balls, Boulders and Bergs 

The weather outside had turned frightful!  But it was the perfect 
storm for a rare and wonderful winter phenomenon to occur. 
Required ingredients include a sudden deep dip in 
temperatures, colder air, warmer water, and high wind and 
waves.  On January 10,  temperatures plummeted into the minus 
double digits. A slurry of ice quickly formed along the bare 
shoreline. This ice then started freezing together into small 
chunks.  The winds picked up and waves rolled in, tossing the 
chunks up and over, each time coating them with thin layers of 
water which flash-froze in the frigid air. With each roll of the 
waves the chunks of ice bumped against each other, knocking 
off their rough edges and gradually forming smooth balls.  The 
balls then continued to grow with each wave until some reached 
the size of basketballs!  Being in shallow water they also picked 
up coatings of sand which froze in the ice, creating the 
appearance of ‘boulders’!  At this point the waves rolled them 
ashore where they began to accumulate. 

It was a strange sight indeed and confined to a fairly short 
stretch of beach. Interestingly, a few days later when visiting 
friends in Meaford they told me about watching an ‘ice volcano’ 
form and ice balls and boulders erupting up in huge waves! 

And a few days later 
again back at my 
place, ice boulders  
broke loose from the 
shoreline, cleaned 
themselves up with 
fresh coats of  ice 
and snow, and froze 
together, forming a 
bit of a free-floating 
ice-boulder-iceberg 
out in the lake. At 
quick first glance, it 
looked like a bunch 
of white balloons 
floating out there.  

These images show ice balls reaching the size of basketballs. But 
more commonly, although still unusual, smaller ice balls form. I 
was lucky enough to wake up to an incredible display of this 
natural  wonder one morning after a  brutal overnight storm in 
March 2016.  Billions of balls had formed in the storm, been 
pushed up in a massive accumulation and melded together in a 
solid ridge of ice that stretched along the shoreline for as far as 
the eye could see! 

The weather outside may be frightful, but the result can be 
awesomely delightful! 

Submitted by: Lynne Richardson 

Force of Nature Ice volcano spouting ice 
balls in the air! Credit: Robin Jowett 

Ice boulders. Credit: Lynne Richardson 

        Ice boulders iceberg.  Credit: Lynne Richardson 

Kilometres-long ice ball ridge in 2016. Credit: Lynne Richardson 

Something to Think About…… 

Animal species are shifting the timing of their seasonal activities 
(phenology) in response to changing seasonal temperatures and 
precipitation patterns. 

We rely on honeybees to pollinate seasonal crops and migratory 
birds to return in the spring to eat insects that are often crop pests 
and vectors of human diseases.  

If the timing of these and other seasonal events are off, ecosystems 
can malfunction with potentially adverse effects on humans and 
habitats. 
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General Law Practice 

  
TRUST.  
HELP.  

ANSWERS. 

I once heard my father say, “Everybody’s got a gimmick.”  
This is certainly true of invasive plants.  Phragmites 
australis uses rhizomes or underground stems that put out 
roots and shoots as they expand.  Dog strangling vine 
(Vincetoxin rossicum) produces seed in pods that can be 
blown by the wind.  Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica) berries are distributed by birds. 

Common or European Buckthorn is a small,  2 – 3 metre 
tall, shrub or tree native to Eurasia. It was introduced to 
North America in the 1880s as an ornamental shrub and 
was widely planted for fencerows and windbreaks in 
agricultural fields. It has spread aggressively throughout 
southern Ontario.   

It likes a wide range of soil and light conditions, enabling it 
to invade a variety of habitats. It is often found in 
woodlands and open fields, where it forms dense stands 
under which few other plants can grow. Buckthorn 
spreads widely with the help of birds and animals that eat 
its fruit, carry the seeds long distances and deposit them in 
their droppings.  

Buckthorn’s smooth, dark green leaves are finely toothed, 
2.5 to six centimetres long, and arranged in opposing pairs 
along the stem.  Most branches end in a short, sharp 

thorn.  Flowers 
have two to six 
small yellowish-
to-green petals.  
In the late 
summer and fall 
it produces 
clusters of berry-
like black fruit. 

Common 
Buckthorn will 

always be with us.  However, 
every property owner does 
have a choice to make - they 
can either keep it under 
control or ignore it.  The 
Nature Conservancy of 
Canada, for example, closely 
monitors all of their 
properties for invasive 
species.  Other organizations, 
like the Beaver Valley Bruce 

Trail Club have volunteers who regularly attempt to make 
a dent in the spread of invasive species on the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy properties in their area.  It is definitely a 
never-ending process. 

But, who’s to blame?  As Pogo said, “We have met the 
enemy and he is us”. 

As much as possible, property owners should make it a 
goal to rid their property of buckthorn; others could take 
on a public property project. 

Submitted by: Bill Moses with information from 
ontario.ca/invasivespecies 

 

Common Buckthorn 

Illustration by: Andrea Kingsley 

Red oak with understory of Common Buckthorn. 

Credit: Bill Moses 
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PROGRAM LISTINGS 

The Owen Sound Field Naturalists (OSFN) advocates and nurtures the appreciation, understanding and conservation 

of our natural world as is exemplified in our motto—Knowing Nature Better.  We were created in 1989 to provide 

Owen Sound and area naturalists with the opportunity to meet like-minded individuals and to share activities that 

would allow them to increase their understanding of natural history and conservation.  Today, we have over 150 

members and are a member club of Ontario Nature. 

Indoor meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to May in the auditorium of the Owen 

Sound and North Grey Union Public Library at 7:00 p.m.  In June, the Annual General Meeting starts at 6 p.m. with a 

potluck supper and is held at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.   Guest presenters are chosen to provide a wide range 

of topics.  Their expertise covers natural history subjects that may be local, provincial, national or international in 

scope.  Indoor meetings are open to the public. 

The OSFN also provides a full schedule of outdoor activities throughout the year.  On these outings, members learn 

and share first-hand knowledge about the flora, fauna and geography of this region.  Participation numbers are usually 

limited on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience and to reduce impact on the environments visited.  

Pre-registration is required for outdoor activities.   

Please note that all programs and schedules are subject to change. To avoid disappointment, please 

check www.osfn.ca for updates (changes to dates, speakers, locations, etc.) or watch for an e-herald from 

newsletter@owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca   We thank you for understanding.  

www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca   P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7 

Orb-weaver spider egg sac (2 cm wide) Credit: Brian Robin. 

http://www.osfn.ca/
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Outdoor Programs 
Pre-registration is required. Participant numbers are limited on most outings to ensure the quality of the experience 

and to reduce the impact on the environments visited.  Please call or email the listed contact to register.                   

All events and times are subject to change – visit www.osfn.ca   

 

Saturday, March 2, 2019 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Who Made Those 
Tracks and Why? An Interpretive Late Winter Tracking 
Hike with Jeff Kinchen. Learn how to observe and 
recognize nature's clues. Register: 
bognors.finest@gmail.com or 519-374-4246  Limit: 12. 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. A Follow-up 
Outing for the Rocks and Rock Formations Presentation 
with Bob Knapp.  This is an opportunity to see some of the 
fascinating formations from Thursday's talk. Must be able 
to walk on uneven ground. Register: Bob Knapp. 
rmknapp@yahoo.com or 519-371-1255  Limit: 15. 

APRIL 22, 2019  is EARTH DAY Special Events TBA, during 
Earth Weeks. 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Hike to the Creek 
with Bill Moses. Discover some of the diverse natural 
features of Bill’s property just east of Owen Sound. 
Register: bill.mosesos@gmail.com  Limit: 12. 

Monday, May 20, 2019 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Spring Nature 
Tour of Discovery at Bentham Farm and Flesherton Hills 
with Dick Bentham and John Burton. Featuring birds, 
wildflowers, wetlands and more. Register: 
jburtonesp@yahoo.ca or 519-379-4823  Limit: none. 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 8 a.m. Birding Bayview Escarpment 
with Mark Wiercinski. Register: 519-379-0437 or 
Mark.Wiercinski@forces.gc.ca  Limit: 20. 

Thursday, June 20, 2019 1 p.m. Charismatic Piping 
Plovers with Lynne Richardson. A shoreline visit to learn 
about dune / beach habitat and Piping Plovers. By mid-
June there will be little cotton balls on toothpicks for us to 
look at!  Register: lynnerichardson@rogers.com Limit: 15. 

Mid-June, 2019 TBA 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Botany on the lower 
Bruce Peninsula with Barbara Palmer. We'll check out 
some well-known botany hotspots, including Petrel Point 
and the Oliphant Fen. Register: 519-372-0355 or 
barbara_p@rogers.com  Limit: 12. 

Mid- to Late-June, 2019 TBA Butterflies and More with 
Chris Rickard. All ages. Register:crickard@sympatico.ca or 
705-444-6671 Limit: none. 

OSFN Community Conservation Awards 

This award is designed to recognize citizens within the 
community (Grey - Bruce) who in some way have made a 
significant contribution toward the welfare of the natural 

world through stewardship, restoration, protection or other 
actions deemed beneficial to natural habitats or species. 

Send your nomination to the Board before April 1, 2019 

mailto:bognors.finest@gmail.com
mailto:bill.mosesos@gmail.com
http://yahoo.ca/
mailto:crickard@sympatico.ca
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Indoor Meetings 

Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month from September to June.  They start at 7:00 p.m. at the Owen 
Sound & North Grey Union Public Library, 824 1st Avenue West, Owen Sound.  Remember, bring a coffee mug to meetings.   
All events and times are subject to change. Visit www.osfn.ca for updates and added events. 
 

March 14, 2019  Nikki May  Prairie Ecosystems 
Nikki will speak about the different kinds of prairie in North America and Ontario in particular, their extent, history and 
ecology. Her talk will feature various fauna and flora and their role in prairie ecology.  Learn about species you can 
grow in your own back yard to attract butterflies and bees. 
 
April 11, 2019  Bob Knapp  Rocks and Rock Formations in the Owen Sound Area  
An illustrated talk on the rich variety of rock formations in our own backyard. Looking at cliffs, crevices, erratics and a 
variety of features that make up the Niagara Escarpment. A chance to appreciate and learn more about these amazing 
structures. 
 
Saturday, April 20, 2019  Earth Day Special Event 
2 p.m. Celebrate Earth Day with Doug Larson's Songs and Stories of Nature and Ecology.  Aboard the Chi-Cheemaun. 
Tickets, $5.00 each, are required.  For more information visit www.osfn.ca 
Sponsored by: 
 
 
 
 
May 9, 2019 Brian Robin Coordinating  Members’ Night  
A potpourri of OSFN members’ slides, displays, collections, art and compositions focusing on the natural world. A limit 
of 10 minutes of presentation time preferred. Register your entry robin.brian@gmail.com or 519-363-3204 
 

June 13, 2019 @ 6 p.m. SHARP (final meeting of the season)  
ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER & PRESENTATION 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 865 1st Ave. W, Owen Sound 
Bring your own plates, cutlery and cup or mug, and bring a food dish to share, along with serving utensils. Followed by: 

 
7 p.m. – Robert Bowles  Damsels and Dragons 

A former Grey County farm boy, Bob Bowles shares his in-depth knowledge and passion about damselflies and 
dragonflies.  He will also tell us about the Ontario Master Naturalist Program.  

 
 Young Naturalists’ 2018-2019  

 

The Young Nats’ Club is for boys and girls ages 7 to 12 years 
old. Younger and older children are welcome, however ages 
under 7 must be accompanied by an adult during each 
meeting. They typically meet the last Sunday of the month 
from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. (please note offsite trips are 
planned), but for some events the times may vary. The 
program operates from October to June; with no meeting in 
December. Parents or guardians are encouraged to stay and 
participate or volunteer if they wish.  

The Young Naturalists’ Club Program Coordinator is Elaine Van 

Den Kieboom (519 371-1989) or ekieboom@gbtel.ca.  

The Young Nats’ welcome OSFN members to most of their 
activities.  These will be announced by e-Herald. 

Sunday, March 24, 2019—Bus field trip to Wings of Paradise 
Butterfly Conservatory, Cambridge. Registration required. 

Sunday, April 28, 2019—Earth Day activity—All Things Trees 
with Bill Moses.  Grey Sauble Arboretum. 

Sunday, May 26, 2019–Outdoor activity at MacGregor Point 
Provincial Park as part of the Huron Fringe Birding Festival. 

Saturday, June 22, 2019—9:00 am to 2:00 pm—Outdoor 
Adventure at the Outdoor Education Centre near Wiarton.  
Lunch will be provided. 

mailto:robin.brian@gmail.com
mailto:ekieboom@gbtel.ca
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I

Membership Application and Renewal Form 

Name (s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone……………………………………… E-mail (s) …………………………………………………………. Check here if renewal……. 
(your e-mail will be used for the OSFN e-herald, last minute notices and digital receipt of the newsletter) 
 
Membership Category:  Single ($25)…………..  Family ($40)………… Student ($15)………….. (payable by cheque or at www.osfn.ca through Paypal) 

Donation for LEAF (Local Education and Action Fund, promoting & fostering knowledge about nature)…………………………….   

Donation to Lorraine Brown Conservation Fund (supporting land acquisitions & interpretive infrastructure in Grey/Bruce) ……………………………… 

Donation to NeighbourWoods North—Urban Trees _____________ 

(Donations may be made by cheque or on-line using Canada Helps at www.cnadahelps.org/en/charities/owen-sound-field-naturalists/) 

By signing this form, I am agreeing that OSFN may contact me by phone or e-mail……………………………………….. 

We hereby confirm that e-mail and mail lists will not go beyond the OSFN.  (See privacy policy at owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca) 

Membership is due in September each year and can be paid in cash or by cheque at any indoor meeting or by PayPal on the website.  The 
OSFN Membership is current from September 1 to August 30 each year. Please complete and detach this form and submit it with your 
payment. 

Owen Sound Field Naturalists, P.O. Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7 

Charitable Registration # 76335 4321 RR0001 

Thank you 

 

for supporting the Young Naturalists Club  

& our Earth Day Keynote Lecture Series. 

Interested in Facebook? 

For anyone who uses Facebook, both the Owen Sound 

Field Naturalists and NeighbourWoods North have active 

Facebook pages.  Consider becoming a Friend so that you 

can keep informed about a variety of nature topics of 

interest both locally and at a distance. 

OSFN has convenient donation options 
for those who wish to financially 
support the ongoing charitable work of 

the Club. Our website includes a "Donate" tab, with secure 
access through Canada Helps. Canada Helps generates a 
receipt for income tax purposes. Donations can also be made 
in person, at the monthly meetings and via the mail. 

OSFN Honorary Life Members 

Do you know anyone who you feel should be considered for 
an Honorary Life Membership?  The guidelines include: they 
have been an OSFN member for ten years or more; they have 
made a major contribution to the study of or education about 
the natural world through their career or their hobby and 
interests; and they have made a major contribution to the 
protection and preservation of natural areas in Grey and Bruce 
counties.  Please submit your recommendation to the Board of 
Directors prior to April 1, 2019. 
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Credit: Lynne Richardson 

A Duck Run Amuck 
Scanning the shoreline one morning, I noticed what appeared to 
be a dark garbage bag with some white snow on it, hung up in 
shrubbery along the far shore. A November gale had raged the 
day before, with huge waves, so I was not surprised that debris 
could be snagged in the vegetation.  However, as the day 
warmed up the “snow” on the bag did not melt, so I took a 
closer look through the scope. Though still not clear, the view 
gave me the “giss” (general impression of size and shape) that 
the “bag” might be a bird!  

 

A trek out along the groyne with Shirley Harrison revealed a 
strange site indeed.  The bag turned out to be a White-winged 
Scoter, a deep-diving duck caught up in the branches.  A duck 
run amuck! 

 

 

 

“Well lord love a duck” said Shirley on seeing this.  This phrase, 
according to various googled definitions is “an exclamation used 
when nothing else will fit”; "a mild and inoffensive expression of 
surprise”;  “often fitting when one is stunned”.   Well that pretty 
much summed it up when we made this discovery! 

I could only speculate that the bird was deceased in the lake 
(perhaps from botulism which diving ducks are prone to) and a 
big wave in the big storm simply tossed it into the shrubbery 
where it got hung up.  

Cornell describes the White-winged Scoter as a large black duck 
of coastal waters. The White-winged Scoter winters primarily 
along the coasts, small numbers winter on the eastern Great 
Lakes. Wintering populations on the Great Lakes appear to be 
increasing in response to the invasion of the zebra mussel, a 
new and abundant food source. 

Submitted by: Lynne Richardson 

Credit: Lynne Richardson 

As Iconic Species Disappear, Pigeons and 
Rats are Inheriting the Earth 
 
Imagine a world where rhinos, tigers and zebras have been 
replaced by pigeons and rats.  According to a study, published 
in PLOS Biology, we're already on our way to a mono-specied 
future. And it will come at the expense of some of the planet's 
most iconic animals. 

The trouble is that as humans develop land for cities and farms, 
some animals prove better than others at living in them. Those 
species would be pigeons and rats, sparrows and mice. 

In the study, scientists found that animals with wide-ranging 
habitats, like rats and pigeons, saw their numbers increase 
where humans changed the land.  Animals with a narrower 
range, like rhinos, weren't so lucky. Farmlands and cities took a 
notable toll on their population. 

That's not to say rats and pigeons don't have a place in this 
world. But we know that a healthy Earth is one that is 
biologically diverse. There are no bit parts in nature, as every 
living thing plays a critical role on the planetary stage. 

These findings, by showing how biodiversity typically responds 
to human developments, have real relevance for global 
conservation efforts as well as sustainable development 
strategies.  Diversity of life provides resilience to change, and so 
it is very much in our own best interests to conserve a wide 
range of species. 

Still, there's little chance humans will suddenly stop modifying 
land on this planet — as our population surges and we rely 
increasingly on the planet's resources for food. But to avoid 
wildlife homogenization — and preserve animals that are both 
culturally and ecologically vital — we may have to adjust 
conservation strategies to give small-range animals a chance to 
carve out some space, before pigeons and rats inherit the 
Earth. 

Adapted from an Article by: Christian Cotroneo 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/12/181204143903.htm
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Christmas Bird Counts 

 

Owen Sound Christmas Bird Count  

This year’s CBC took place on December 15th, 2018 and had fantastic 
results. 34 participants were spread out over 8 areas, which tallied a 
total of 5547 individuals of 58 species. In total, the count covered 
927.6 party kilometers and 84.7 party hours (party kilometers and 
hours refer to the total distances in km and the total hours of each of 
the eight groups participating added together). The weather was 
partly cloudy with no rain or snow, mild temperatures and slightly 
windy. Georgian bay remained open due to warm temperatures as did 
most rivers and creeks, however ponds all seemed to be frozen. 

The numbers of most species were relatively average when compared 
with previous years, and there were no record lows for any species on 
the count. Three species set new record highs for the count, these 
three being Mute Swan (32), Red-breasted Nuthatch (58), and Brown-
headed Cowbird (14). The species with the highest number of 
individuals seen on this year’s count was Mallard, with 819 individuals 
seen. Due to the nice weather, birds were not as concentrated at 
feeders or on small spaces of open water as they have been in 
previous years, so the numbers of several species are slightly lower 
than in previous years. However, several species that are often found 
more inconsistently on counts made appearances this year. Including 
Northern Goshawk, which this year made its first count appearance 
since 2012, and Great Blue Heron, which hasn’t been seen on a count 
since 2014. However, this is only the second count in the history of 
the Owen Sound CBC in which American Black Duck was not seen.  

The highlights of the 2018 Owen Sound CBC in taxonomical order 
include: A count week Barrow’s Goldeneye, 3 count week Red-necked 
Grebes, 3 Great Blue Herons, 1 Northern Goshawk, a red morph 
Eastern Screech-owl, a Snowy Owl, a count week Carolina Wren, 30 
Bohemian Waxwings, 48 Pine Grosbeak, 2 White-crowned Sparrows, 1 
White-throated Sparrow, 1 Common Grackle, and 14 Brown-headed 
Cowbirds. I hope everyone had as good of a time as I did and is 
looking forward to the 2019 count!   

Submitted by: Erik Van Den Kieboom 

Wiarton Christmas Bird Count 

The 45th (not quite annual) Wiarton Christmas Bird Count was held on 
Sunday, December 16.  Count weather was spectacular, sunny and 
mild, with little to no wind. Temperatures rose from -1 in the early 
morning to +5C in the afternoon.  The waters of Georgian Bay were 
open, as were creeks and rivers, but most inland waterbodies were 
frozen, and the shallows of more sheltered bays of Lake Huron had a 

thin layer of ice. 

Twenty-seven enthusiastic participants and three feeder watchers 
tallied 63 species, tying the all-time high set in 1997, and well above 
the 45-year average of 48.7 species, and the 10-year average of 
52.8.  The 4,793 individuals counted was also well above the 45-year 
(3,436) and 10-year (4,417) averages. 

One new species for the count was found, Barred Owl.  It was heard 

within the circle shortly after the round-up dinner.  Barred Owls are 

uncommon but widespread residents on the Saugeen Bruce 

Peninsula, so it’s a bit surprising it’s taken almost half a century for 

one to be found on the Wiarton CBC. 

The bird-of-the-count prize (again) this year has to go to a hardy 

Winter Wren.  Wiarton Winnie?  Prior to 2016 there had been but two 

Winter Wren observations since 1971.  Presumably the same 

individual has now been found at the exact same location for the third 

year in a row! 

Other notables included Gadwall (3rd count), Glaucous Gull (5th 
count), Golden Eagle (2nd count) and White-throated Sparrow (8th 
count).  A presumed “Great Lakes Gull” (Herring X Great Black-backed 
hybrid), which would be a first for the count, was also found and 
photographed. 

Winter finches, most of which have been absent for several years, 
were represented in low numbers but good diversity, with 27 Pine 
Siskins, 19 Evening Grosbeaks, 6 Purple Finches, 4 Common Redpolls 
and 3 Pine Grosbeaks. 

All-time highs were tallied for Mute Swan (16, previous 13), Bald Eagle 
(21, previous 17), Red-bellied Woodpecker (9, previous 7) and 
Common Raven (86, previous 81).  Second highest-ever counts were 
recorded for Long-tailed Duck (65, all-time 71), Red-breasted 
Nuthatch (52, all-time 54), Brown Creeper (7, all-time 11). 

Submitted by: Jarmo Jalava 

Neyaashiinigmiing (Cape Croker) Christmas Bird Count  

The eighth annual Neyaashiinigmiing (Cape Croker) Christmas Bird 
Count was held on Saturday, December 15, on the beautiful Saugeen 
(Bruce) Peninsula. Count weather was spectacular, with sunny skies, 
light winds, and pleasant temperatures ranging from -3.5C during pre-
dawn owling to +3.5C in the afternoon. The waters of Georgian Bay 
and streams were open, but non-flowing inland waters were generally 
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ice-covered. 

Fifteen cheerful participants of varying ages and skill-levels tallied a 
total of 39 species, which is about average for the count.  The 1,025 
individual birds tallied was considerably higher than the average of 824. 

Highlights included only the count’s second Redhead and third Common 
Grackle.  No new taxa definable to species were documented, but a 
very interesting find was a Brewer’s/Rusty Blackbird, which was well-
described, but with not quite enough detail to conclusively settle on 
one species or the other. 

All-time high counts were tallied for seven species: Bufflehead (68, 
previous 39, average 21), Ruffed Grouse (25, previous high 9, average 
4.2), Horned Grebe (10, previous 8, average 2.1), Barred Owl (2, 
previous 1, only the second count record), Great Horned Owl (3, 
equaling previous high, average 1), Hairy Woodpecker (9, previous 8, 
average 3.1), Pileated Woodpecker (5, previous 3, average 1.2) and 
Brown Creeper (4, previous 2, average 0.8). 

The only regularly occurring species for which a low count was recorded 

was Blue Jay (8, previous 15, average 32.2).  This was the first 

Neyaashiinigmiing CBC with no American Tree Sparrows.  House 

Sparrows have now been absent for five years, down steadily from the 

45 individuals reported in 2011. 

Chi Miigwetch to Neyaashiinigmiing First Nation for hosting this very 
special birding event, and the always delicious breakfast and dinner 
feast. 

Submitted by: Jarmo Jalava and Miptoon (Anthony Chegahno) 

Meaford Christmas Bird Count 

The 48th annual Meaford Christmas Bird Count was held December 
28th in balmy, snowless conditions thanks to a spring-in-December day 
with temperatures rising to +12; no wind, a bit of sun in the afternoon. 
Georgian Bay was completely open with no ice-edge and most other 
water bodies were partially open with barely a skim of ice on still areas.  

21 count participants found 55 species, continuing the trend of the past 

10 years of totaling over 50 species in the Meaford circle, up from the 
average of 46 over the previous 30+ years of the count. 55 species ranks 
4th highest in the all time totals.  

Total individuals was about on average at 3534 birds.  

No new species were recorded leaving the cumulative total at 120 
species.  

Interesting sightings included 14 Brown Creepers foraging together 
which contributed to a new high for this species, and the only new high 
for the count.  A tie for high was made by Horned Grebe at 9. Two 
American Tree Sparrows were a somewhat unusual low. Missing were 
the Golden Eagle(s) of the past 6 counts.   

A Carolina Wren was a count 2nd; 1 Northern Pintail was the count's 
4th ever, and Evening and Pine Grosbeaks put in an appearance for only 
the 3rd times in the past 14 years. 

Submitted by: Lynne Richardson  

Saugeen Shores Christmas Bird Count 

The 15th Saugeen Shores Christmas Bird Count was held on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019, 24 count participants and three feeder 
watchers contributed to the count totals for the day. 

Temperatures in the morning were a brisk -14C.  It clouded over 
followed by a slight breeze and snow in the early afternoon along with a 
rise in the temperature to -4C by the end of the count. There was little 
snow on the ground, flowing water was open and small lakes and ponds 
were ice covered.  The shore along Lake Huron was completely open 
with no ice-edge.   

7578 individual birds of 55 species were noted during the count.  This is 
well above the average for the number of individual birds for the count 
(high of 12225 in 2015 and a low of 2605 in 2016).  The 55 species 
sighted were just above the average of 53 species. (high of 64 in 2015 
and a low of 44 in 2004). 

No new species were added leaving the cumulative total at 99.  Perhaps 
we will break this total next year! 

mailto:pb.kinchen@gmail.com
mailto:cmitchell@pshift.com
mailto:%20ekieboom@queensbush.ca
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Hospitality at Meetings 

At each meeting, coffee and tea have been provided so 

that you have the chance to socialize.  Marian Goldsmith, 

Julie Lamberts, Audrey Armstrong and Norah Toth share 

this job.  If anyone else is able to help out the club by 

preparing and serving coffee and tea, please contact 

Norah Toth—ntoth@rogers.com 

To help provide coffee supplies, a financial donation has 

been welcomed at the coffee table.   

Interesting sightings included: an Eastern Towhee flying with a mixed 
flock - the second for the count; a Hermit Thrush seen in the bush and a 
White-crowned Sparrow, seen at a feeder both seconds for the count; 
two Golden Eagle were noted - they have been seen on 9 of the 15 
counts; Bald Eagle at 21 individual birds was the 4th highest number of 
Bald Eagle but well above the average of 15. 

Unexpected misses were Mute Swan and American Black Duck, both of 
which were count week birds.  

Submitted by: Norah Toth 

Bruce Peninsula National Park Christmas Bird Count  

A record high number of participants (56) enjoyed exceptionally mild 
weather and the usual fine camaraderie. Recent thaws had left very 
little snow cover allowing for excellent access to the backcountry. 
Indeed, 13 parties logged a remarkable 103 km (61.5 hours) on foot. 
Despite the increased coverage of the circle area, most parties reported 
that birds were scarce and feeders were poorly attended.  

Total species: 44 (average=40). Total individuals: 1243 (average=1637). 

NEW SPECIES: Trumpeter Swan: 1. Karen Connoy photographed a 
young swan in Eagle Harbour which, after much consultation, was 
identified to this species. In the frame of one of her swan photos was a 
Mallard which proved to be the only one encountered on count day - 
all waterfowl were scarce. 

HIGHS: Bohemian Waxwing: 144. This count is just shy of 1999's record 
high of 148. Chipping Sparrow: 1. Only the second record for the count 
(the first was in 2015). Evening Grosbeak: 104. Only the second 
occurrence since 2001. 

LOWS: Red-breasted Nuthatch: 14 (average=41), down from last year's 
record high of 155. Blue Jay: 4 (average=41). This is the lowest number 
tallied since 1975. Snow Bunting: 1(average=33). 

MISSES: European Starling:  This is only the second time the species 
went undetected on count day (average=27). 

ADDITIONAL COUNT WEEK SPECIES:  European Starling. Swamp 
Sparrow (2nd record for count period). 

Submitted by: Michael Butler & Tricia Stinnissen  

Pike Bay Christmas Bird Count 

Totals: 2447 individuals of 39 species; 45 species were observed in the 
circle including Count Week species and I could reasonably expect 

there to be 50 species present in any given winter. Notes: Waterfowl 
numbers and diversity quite low; very difficult to come across birds 
away from feeders. 

17 field birders and 4 feeder watchers logged 38 party hours and 475 
km’s (only 18 by foot do to the small numbers of birds away from roads 
and feeders this winter). The large number of count week species is 
due to the smaller number of experienced field birders this year. 

Weather: Pleasant winter birding. A huge shift in weather over a 48hr. 
period, with rains and +14 temps the day before. Afternoon light snow; 
cloudy; Georgian Bay completely open, Lake Huron shorelines mostly 
free of ice, that present only freshly accrued; light winds; -7 celsius; 
fresh snow on ground from night before (<2 inches). 

New: Mute Swan (2), White-winged Crossbill (1). The swans were 
continuing in Pike Bay from the Fall according to residents and the 
crossbill was a flyover in the northwest corner of the circle thanks to 
the ears of Anthony Vanderheyden. 

Unusual: Hoary Redpoll (1), Bohemian Waxwing (20), White-throated 
Sparrow (1), Red-necked and Horned Grebes (5 each) 

High Counts: Common Goldeneye (47), Herring Gull (301), Red-bellied 
Woodpecker (4), Northern Shrike (2) Explanation: the high number of 
goldeneye can be accounted for due to the largest amount of open 
water we have had on this count to date. Red-bellied Woodpeckers 
continue to increase on the peninsula. Northern Shrikes, while around 
in small numbers each winter can be difficult to locate on count date 
and are usually found in the expansive Ferndale Flats region of the 
circle along Hwy.6. 

Finches: Common Redpoll (207), Pine Siskin (2), American Goldfinch 
(133), Pine Grosbeak (6) Explanation: several larger flocks (30+) of 
redpolls present, goldfinches were attending feeders in small numbers, 
Evening Grosbeaks were present at feeders in small numbers but 
discouragingly missed on count day.  Pine Grosbeaks can be found 
sparingly feeding naturally, but crossbills, Purple Finches and Pine 
Siskins are scarce or absent across the Bruce Peninsula and much of 
southern Ontario this winter. 

Count week: American Black Duck, Snowy Owl, Horned Lark, Brown 
Creeper, Lapland Longspur, Evening Grosbeak 

Submitted by: Andrew Keaveney 

Cape Chin Christmas Bird Count 

Totals: 1748 individuals of 36 species; 39 species were observed in the 
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circle including count week species and I could reasonably expect there 
to be 45-50 species present in any given winter. 

20 field birders and 1 feeder watcher logged 59 party hours and 600 
km’s - 50 by foot! 

Weather: No precipitation; cloudy, partly clear in p.m.; Georgian Bay 
completely open and conditions good to scope as far as the eye could 
see with light winds causing only low waves; warming up from 
yesterday with temps around 0. Access to areas like Cabot Head easy 
this year due to snow accumulation. 

New: Northern Goshawk (CW) 

Unusual: Hoary Redpoll (1), Belted Kingfisher (1), Bohemian Waxwing 
(1), White-throated Sparrow (1), Common Grackle (1) 

High Counts: Horned Grebe (26), Bald Eagle (11), Northern Shrike (4)  
Low Counts: Herring Gull (13)  Explanation: Georgian Bay supports small 
numbers of both Horned and Red-necked Grebes (13 no this year’s 
count) throughout most winters. Northern Shrikes, while around in 
small numbers each winter can be difficult to locate on count date so a 
count of 4 is rather fantastic. 

Finches: Common Redpoll (187), Pine Siskin (3), American Goldfinch 
(108), Pine Grosbeak (3), Evening Grosbeak (132 Explanation: Very 
similar results to the Pike Bay CBC. Evening Grosbeaks are present at 
feeders in small numbers so it was great to connect with a few since 
they were missed on the Pike Bay count the day before. 

Count week: Northern Goshawk, White-throated Sparrow, Common 
Grackle. 

Submitted by: Andrew Keaveney 

Hanover-Walkerton Christmas Bird Count 

The count took place under excellent conditions on Saturday, 
December 15, 2018.  There was very little wind which meant birds were 
easy to detect by call, and once the early fog lifted birds were easy to 
spot but not concentrated at feeders as in the past few years. 

Overall 53 species were detected on the count day itself with 1 
additional species found during count week bringing the total to 54 
which ties the highest total recorded (2004, 2007, 2012, 2016). 

1 species set new high count record Red–breasted Nuthatch 45 birds 
(43 in 1999)  3 species tied high counts records—Belted Kingfisher (4 in 
1998, 1999), Red-bellied Woodpecker (11 in 2016) and White-throated 
Sparrow (3 in 1983) 

Winter Finches included - Pine Grosbeak (1), Common Redpoll (181), 
Evening Grosbeak (8) 

Three (3) Owl species were recorded—Eastern Screech-owl (12), Great 
Horned Owl (1) and Snowy Owl (2) 

One (1) meadowlark species was recorded just outside Walkerton, 
feeding in a wet grassy area with Starlings (not recorded since 1978) 

Notable misses included Wild Turkey not seen on count day but were 
seen during count week.  

Total number of birds seen - 6509. 

Submitted by: Gerard McNaughton 

Ontario Nature Youth Summit, 2018 

Just one month ago I participated in a Youth Summit for Biodiversity in Geneva park alongside many people who were just as 
eager to learn just like me. I had such an amazing trip and met so many new people and three amazing girls that I still talk to, to 
this day. When I first got there I was just a bit shy but then I met knew friends and the youth council were so nice and I still talk to 
them. 

I would now like to take the time to thank some people, I would like to start by saying thank you to the Owen Sound Field 
Naturalist Group for sponsoring me to go on the Youth Summit it was a weekend I will never forget I learned so many new things 
and new ways to help our earth. Next I would like to say a huge thank you to John Dickson from Owen Sound, who helped me 
and my family with the arrangements of the summit and the car pooling and keeping us all in track. Thank you John you’ve been 
a great help to me. I would also like to thank Christine for all her hard work with the summit and continuously helping me with all 
the questions I had about the summit and what was going to happen, thank you for everything you for the Nature Community! 

Sincerely, April Zettler 
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Box 401, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5P7

  

Knowing Nature Better 

The Owen Sound Field Naturalists advocate and nurture the 

appreciation, understanding, and conservation of our natural 

world.  We are like-minded individuals who enjoy programs 

and activities that help us increase our understanding of 

natural history and conservation in Grey-Bruce. 

During Brian’s Nature Photography presentation we were treated 

with photos similar to this Luna Moth. Credit: Brian Robin 

2019/03  60 

Snowy Owl and Common Raven interaction. Credit: Bruce Edmunds 

Digiscoping 

Bohemian 

Waxwings on a 

wire. Credit: 

Lynne 

Richardson 


